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Abstract 

Towards the end of the year 2020 and leading to Ghana’s 2020 Presidential and 

Parliamentary elections, most of the political parties made a lot of promises to the electorate. 

The two prominent individuals representing the two major political parties were Nana Addo 

Danquah Akufo-Addo of the New Patriotic Party (NPP), and John Dramani Mahama of the 

National Democratic Congress (NDC). One of the topical issues of the electioneering 

campaign for these two opponents aside the other ten contestants, was the legalization of 

motorcycles and tricycles popularly referred to as ‘okada’ to carry (transport) ‘fare-paying 

passengers’. This phenomenon must be thoroughly analyzed and relevant interpretation given 

to the issue devoid of political undertones. It was clear that two schools of thought emerged; 

one supporting the legalization of the okada business and this group included the NDC, their 

supporters, and the okada riders themselves whose business (modus oparandi) has come to 

the fore and generating extensive debate. The other school of thought is led by the NPP and 

others who think that legalization would bring about indiscipline and chaos on our roads and 

in the society. 
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Introduction 

Transportation is a commercial activity that derives benefit from operational attributes such 

as costs, capacity, efficiency, reliability and speed (Rodrigue, 2017). Transportation systems 

are evolving within a complex set of relationships between transport supply, reflecting the 

operational capacity of the road network and transport demand and the mobility requirements 

of an economy (Bardi, Coyle and Novack, 2006: Rodrigue 2017). Economic growth has 

always been dependent on increasing the capacity and rationality of transportation. Because 

of the way in which contemporary cities and towns are planned and operated, there is usually 

a physical distinction between home and work, forcing people to move to work, to study and 

to leisure, and also to move temporarily for other activities. Commerce requires the transport 

of people to conduct business (Bardi et al, 2006). 

Government has recognized the role transportation plays in Ghana in terms of 

economic growth and as a result has enacted an Act to regulate its activities (Agyemang and 

Panford 2006; Rodrigue 2017). According to the Road Fund Act 1997 (Act 536), a reliable 

and affordable road transport system plays a key role in the socioeconomic development of 

Ghana. Road transportation forms an important part of the social safety net, facilitates the 

distribution of wealth through trade and employment opportunities in both urban and rural 

communities (Road Fund Act 536, 1997). This means National target for economic growth 

also relies on transportation. 

 

Statement of the Problem  

Considering the rapid growth of Africa’s population and cities, the demand for this small 

business (tricycle transportation business) will surely explode in the coming years (Levy and 

Wong, 2010). Known by several names, the tricycle business is growing in popularity across 

Africa (especially in the low and lower middle-income countries). Its many names on the 

continent include: Tuk-tuk (Eastern Africa - Kenya, Ethiopia, and Tanzania), Pousse-pousse 

(Madagascar), Keke (Nigeria), Raksha (Sudan), and Mahama Can Do and Nyaaba lorry in 

(Northern Ghana) (Levy and Wong, 2010). 

 

Objectives  

As part of our quest to deal with the subject matter of the socioeconomic significance of what 

is locally known in Ghana as okada, we shall consider finding answers to the following 

questions. Was it prudent to promulgate a law banning fare-paying passengers of motorcycles 

and tricycles judging from the socioeconomic situation we find ourselves in as a country? 

Why the need to seek repeal or amendment to a good law by the leader whose regime saw to 
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the passing of that very law? And to consider the socioeconomic viability of the okada 

business; whether the advantages outweigh the disadvantages or vice versa.  
 

Significance 

This review paper is apolitical and seeks to continue the debate about the okada business 

even after the Presidential and Parliamentary elections in Ghana; and to provide an unbiased 

stance for stakeholders to use in critical decision making. It is also significant to academia; 

scholars and students may cite this document in their quest to advance their argument about 

means of transportation in Ghana and Africa as a whole. 
 

Review of Related Literature  

 

The General Use of Motorcycles and Tricycles in Ghana: The Positive and Adverse 

Effects 

Transportation is a very important sector in many parts of the world. It can determine the 

level and the speed in the measurement of a country’s development. In countries like India, 

the Motorcycle taxis have been in operation since 1979. Their activities became legalized 

from 1981 when the Goa Government started giving them permits to operate. The riders of 

the motorcycle taxis are known as ‘pilots’ in Goa. These motorcycle taxis are specifically 

painted yellow. The Indian ‘pilots’ have had their ‘ups and downs’ in their business. What 

started as a ‘God - sent - intervention’ to the transportation needs of the Goa population had 

been experiencing reduction in their fortunes since 1999. This is attributed to bad weather; 

the monsoon, sun’s heat, rain among others and the influx of rented motorcycles. Tourists 

who used to patronize the ‘pilots’ trade now prefer to rent motorbikes for their own 

expeditions. The ‘pilots’ also believe that the government of Goa has not done enough to 

solve the problems they are facing. They claim that the 25% subsidy given by the 

government to purchase new motorcycles should be increased to 40%.  

Two of the vehicles permitted for use in Ghana are the motorcycle and the tricycle. 

The motorcycle for ages has been for personal, and sometimes official use. The Ghana Police 

Service has particularly been one institution that has championed the use of motorcycles 

especially, the Motor Transport and Traffic Department (MTTD), and the Presidential 

Motorcade. The motorcycles have also been used for and are still in use for courier services 

for businesses like DHL, EMS, and Ghana Post. Clerks and messengers of various 

institutions make use of motorcycles to carry out their daily assignments. The tricycles have 

been predominantly used to cart goods/farm produce from one place to another. Some are 

used to supply goods from wholesalers to middlemen or retailers.  

In Ghana, the tricycles are of two main types. One type predominant for carting 

goods, hawking or distributing water especially, sachet water, farm produce and other related 

jobs; popularly referred to as ‘Aboboyaa’, and the other designed for carrying passengers 

referred to by local folks as ‘Pragya’ after a character in an Indian television series shown in 

Ghana titled ‘Kumkum Bhagya’. That character, loved by viewers of the television series, 

frequents the use of that tricycle; therefore, triggering its acceptability and patronage in 

Ghana. It clears therefore that the use of motorcycles and tricycles in transporting goods and 

persons are not prohibited in Ghana.  
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The use of motorcycles especially, to perpetrate crimes such as bag snatching, phone 

snatching, armed robbery, hit and run, shoot and run, among others were rampant in Ghana 

from the year 2000 and that became a source of concern to the citizenry and policy makers in 

the country. The use of motorcycles and tricycles to carry passengers for a fare is of recent 

event. Perhaps, it came with some Ghanaians who have lived in Nigeria and other West 

African Countries where the okada business thrives but now relocated to their home country. 

It is common knowledge that our neighbouring countries like Benin, Burkina Faso, Togo, 

Ivory Coast and Nigeria, started using the motorcycles and the tricycles to carry persons for a 

fee before the phenomenon got to Ghana.  

In neighbouring Nigeria, the motorcycle taxi is known as ‘okada’, while the tricycle 

or moped is known as ‘keke’. In Ghana however, both the motorcycle taxis and the tricycle 

especially the mopeds are lumped together as ‘okada’ since problems that confront the 

motorcycle and tricycle operators are almost the same. When the trade of motorcycle for a 

fare was introduced in Ghana, ironically, it is believed that some of the crimes mentioned 

earlier, reduced to the barest minimum. It was evident that the teeming youth who indulge in 

such criminal activities because of unemployment, found an avenue to make legitimate 

income as against social vices like stealing. One would ask; if things were going that well, 

why ban such a venture? 

  

Motor Taxis (Okada) 

The new provision in The Road Traffic Regulation, 2012 Legislative Instrument (L.I. 2180) 

of Ghana, which has been passed into law, Section 128(1) states that, the “Licensing 

Authority shall not register a motorcycle to carry a fare-paying passenger”. Section 128(2) 

also states “a person shall not permit a motorcycle or tricycle which that person exercises 

control to be used for commercial purpose, except for courier and delivery. Section 128(3) 

further stipulates that “a person shall not ride a motorcycle or a tricycle as a paying 

passenger”. We shall venture into explaining how we do understand the content of such a 

law; not from a legal background but from a sociological one; for ignorance of the law, they 

say; is not an excuse. By extension what the law (LI 2180) seeks to say is that, all 

motorcycles and tricycles must be registered for private use or for official delivery or courier 

purposes. Again, Section 128(3) makes it an offence for a passenger to ride on a motorcycle 

or a tricycle and pay a fare. What this section infers is that, a person may ride on a 

motorcycle/tricycle provided he does not pay for it, he has not committed any offence. The 

riding becomes illegal the moment the passenger decides to pay for it or the rider decides to 

charge the passenger a fare.  

A passenger was once asked by a policeman whether he knew it was an offence to 

pay a fare for his ride, the passenger responded in the affirmative but said he did not pay for 

the ride but rather gave the rider who was ‘a good Samaritan’, a tip, after transporting him 

free of charge. This incidence may seem funny but it was a crafty way of the passenger 

extricating himself from the clutches of the law. Another discussion on this provision of the 

Motor Taxi Law is when a person rides as passenger on another person’s motorcycle and 

decides not to pay; could the passenger be held liable? The answer is no! Then the follow up 

question would be, what do you think would happen between the rider and the passenger? 

Your guess might be right.  
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Reason for Motor Taxi Law 

The law seeks to prevent the Ghanaian public from the dangers associated with the use of 

motorcycles or tricycles especially in highly populated urban centres of the country. It is 

believed that motorcycles account for a large percentage of accidents that occur in the urban 

centers of Ghana. People who are involved in accidents as a result of riding on motorcycles 

get injured, maimed, or even die from the accident.  Other motorists also complain of the 

motorcycles and tricycles crushing into their vehicles. When there is a traffic jam, the riders 

act as if they are not affected by the traffic rules. They are often seen moving in between cars 

and lorries, knocking down the side mirrors and scratching these vehicles with their 

motorcycles and tricycles. Knocking down pedestrians is a daily routine. 

Previously, the traffic warning to pedestrians was look left, right and left again before 

crossing a street. Now the instruction has changed to look left, right, left again and in the isle 

of two vehicles for a motorcycle before crossing or else you are sure to get knocked down by 

a motorcycle. What is more, about 90% of these okada riders do not have insurance cover for 

themselves nor for their victims in cases of accident. The wanton disregard for road traffic 

regulations even makes the use of okada scarier. It is common to see a motorcycle which 

takes a maximum of two people, carrying three, four, or sometimes five passengers. This 

creates a lot of insecurity for those who patronize this mode of transport.  

According to the National Road Safety Authority of Ghana (NRSA) fatalities 

resulting from motorcycle accidents skyrocketed from 2.7% in 2001 to 21% in 2018. In the 

year 2014, the NRSA stated that 2,571 road users were involved in motorcycle accidents out 

of which 1,856 people lost their lives. In 2015, the nationwide accident record for 

motorcycles amounted to 2,289. The first quarter of 2017 recorded 4,049 road accidents and 

3,983 people sustained multiple degrees of injury while 708 people lost their lives. In that 

same year, the Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital in Accra, recorded 2,563 accident cases 

involving the okada riders. From January to December, 2020, a total of 2,589 people lost 

their lives through road accidents in Ghana with about 50% out of this number being as a 

result of Okada. It is estimated that 95 accidents cases involving okada riders are recorded 

monthly at Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital alone. The National Road Safety Authority maintains 

that deaths as a result of motorcycles remain 10 times higher than from cars and other means 

of transport.  

  

Licensing 

Riders of motorcycles, tricycles or mopeds are supposed to possess drivers or riders license 

class ‘A’. It is estimated that 90% of these riders do not have this requirement. The handful 

of them who do, have driver’s license ‘B’. A requirement for driving cars but also valid to 

motorcycles, tricycles or mopeds. This can be attributed also to the fact that, almost all the 

driving schools to train motorists specialize in cars, lorries, coaches, and buses. In most cases 

the riding of motorcycles, tricycles and mopeds including the driving of trucks and other 

heavy-duty equipment are learnt on the job and by sheer determination and not in ‘driving 

schools.’ This explains why when big trucks and heavy-duty equipment breaks down on our 

roads the results in most often fatal. Lack of theoretical knowledge about the vehicles they 

operate is as dangerous as not knowing how to ride or drive at all. This lack of theoretical 

knowledge account for the reasons why the okada riders go through red lights and which 

result in the numerous knock-downs they encounter.  



 Journal of African Interdisciplinary Studies (JAIS): ISSN 2523-6725 (online)  
                                                               February, 2021 Vol. 5, No. 2 
Citation: Frimpong, A; Babah, P. A; Mensah, R. O; Obeel, C; Acquah, A & Acheampong, J. W. (2021). The 

Socioeconomic Significance of the Okada Phenomenon in Ghana and Implications on Politics: A Comparative 

Analysis of the Mahama and Akufo-Addo Eras in 2020 Electioneering Campaign. Journal of African 

Interdisciplinary Studies, 5(2), 35 – 45. 

  

40   
Copyright © 2021 Centre for Democracy, Research and Development (CEDRED), Nairobi, Kenya. 

http://cedred.org/jais/index.php/issues  

This same lack of theoretical knowledge has deprived the riders’ awareness of the 

‘Regulation 84 of the Motor Traffic Law’ which makes it mandatory to wear protective 

clothing and use crash-helmet when riding a motorcycle or bicycle. It is estimated that less 

than 5% of females who patronize the okada wear the crash-helmet provided them by the 

riders. Their excuse for not wearing them has been that it messes up their hair/wigs. Others 

say the crash-helmets smell badly because a lot of people have sweats in them. Even at this 

time of covid-19, the wearing has dropped even further.   

  

Bad Roads 

Bad roads can be a major obstacle to development. This is the reason many countries invest 

in good roads. Sometimes, it is pitiful for the police to charge a driver for not possessing or 

renewing a road worthy certificate when the roads that the car or whatever vehicle is plying 

on is unworthy. Most of the roads in Ghana are in a deplorable state. Apart from the few 

highways that connect our cities and major towns, majority of the roads in the hinterlands and 

inner-cities are ‘nothing to write home about.’ Our streets and roads have defaced or 

nonexistent markings, dysfunctional traffic lights in most parts of the country and 

dysfunctional or nonexistent street lights in major parts of our roads, among others. All this is 

a recipe for disaster.  

In 21
st
 Century Ghana, it is pathetic to note that our farmers will cultivate crops and 

raise animals but motorable roads to convey these foodstuffs to the nearest towns where they 

would meet traders or buyers are nonexistent. For the women folk who go to the hinterland 

bring foodstuff to feed the urban population, frustrations and accidents are always their lot. 

At some places the only convenient vehicle for carting foodstuff and other produce is the 

tricycle which is referred to by the women folk as ‘are you hurt?’ This name comes from the 

fact that the women are often thrown of the tricycle with their loads because of the bad nature 

of these roads. After picking themselves up from the fall, they ask one another whether 

everything is alright hence the name ‘w’apira’ ‘are you hurt?’ 

It becomes a betrayal of trust when these rural folk queue as early as 2:00am to cast 

their ballots on election day which starts at 7:00am and after the election period is over, 

whoever emerges winner forgets or ignores the will/wishes of the people who sacrificed their 

beds to ensure that these ‘winners’ would get positions to occupy. It becomes even more 

tyrannical when unfair laws are promulgated to malign these inhabitants and further worsen 

their plight. There are still inaccessible places and very deplorable roads to certain parts of 

Ghana, and even, to get medical care for the sick, or a pregnant woman at the verge of 

delivery, would require the use of a motorcycle. Must the rider, if not a family relation of the 

individual in crisis, and who is undertaking this difficult and painful journey in order to save 

a soul not be paid for his time and effort or if for nothing his fuel cost which is ever 

increasing in Ghana?  

  

Human Errors That Lead to Accidents 

It is also documented that alcohol and other drug-use on the part of the okada riders 

contribute significantly to road crashes from motorcycles, tricycles and mopeds. Speeding 

which others refer to as ‘over-speeding’ are also part to blame for road accidents involving 

okada. Wrongful overtaking by the okada riders are also part of the reasons why there are 

numerous accidents on our roads. Ignorance of motor traffic regulations such as; zebra 
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crossing, no U-turns, men at work among others. It is worthy to establish that some youth use 

the motorcycles for sports. In Europe and America, it is almost impossible to see someone 

ride a motorcycle without a crush helmet and other appropriate gear but in Ghana it is normal 

to have people ride motorcycles for sports without a crush helmet. 

A typical place where unprotected riders engage in sports in Accra-Ghana, is the 

Korle-Bu Mortuary Road, near the St. Mary’s Senior High School and also Pokuase in the Ga 

West District. They mostly engage in these sports on Sundays and on ‘National Holidays’. It 

might not be surprising to note that some authorities are aware of such activities at the above 

stated location and injuries sustained by some participants but these authorities have ‘turned a 

blind eye’ to them. This is to reinforce the fact that though the number of motorcycle 

accidents might be many, especially, the cases recorded at the Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital, 

not all of the accidents are as a result of the Okada business; some are from the unprotected 

sporting activities, and others are from private motorcycle riders.  

  

Enforcement of the Motor Taxi Law 

From the time of passing the Motor Taxi Law In 2012 to the end of the year 2020, the 

motorcycles, tricycles and mopeds have increased more than 2000% in the major towns and 

cities. Even office workers and business people abandon their private, official or commercial 

cars and other vehicles and jump behind okada riders in order to meet deadlines and to avoid 

lateness that might be caused by vehicular traffic in town especially, during the rush hours. 

What is even more interesting is the police officers who also patronize and pay for the 

services of the okada riders when the need arises. This means that the law passed is not 

complied with. The enforcement of the law seems to be problematic owing to the peculiar 

nature of our economy and the general academic backgrounds of the people who ply the 

okada business. It is observed that though a few of the okada riders might have completed 

senior high schools or colleges, a great number of them are either illiterate, school drop-outs 

or have only completed Junior High School (JHS). There also a number of them under the 

age 18, and by law are not permitted to engage in such a venture. It is therefore not surprising 

that they have poor judgement when riding these motorcycles and tricycles. 

 

The Complicity of the Police 

Police are supposed to maintain law and order. In many countries police are given support to 

ensure that they succeed. Some police officers in Ghana are doing a good job. It is 

disappointing how other police officers in Ghana have handled the Motor Taxi Law. It is 

widely believed that though the police are very conversant with this law; some officers of the 

MTTD especially, prefer to arrest these ‘commercial motorists’, take bribes from them and 

let go of them. The few motorists who are unable to or refuse to pay such bribes demanded 

by the police may have their motorbikes and tricycles confiscated by the police until such a 

time that ‘these poor offenders’ are able to ‘cough up’ such monies.  Some police officers 

wanting to ‘beef-up’ their income levels also have purchased some of these motorcycles and 

tricycles and given them out to some of the youth to work for them. This is a clear case of 

double-standards.  

There are reports of situations where in certain towns, okada operators for ‘the police 

owners’ inform their bosses that business is bad because of their competitors. When this 

happens, ‘the police owners’ organize ‘swoops’ referred to as ‘operation’ to arrest and delay 
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‘their competitors’ for a whole day or more in order to allow ‘the police okada’ to maximize 

profit. They only let go of these ‘competitors’ after extorting various sums of money from 

them. In the year 2018, about four hundred (400) okada riders marched to the the Ashaiman 

Police Station, a suburb of the Tema Township, in the Greater Accra Region of Ghana, to 

protest against police harassment and extortions in that part of the country.  

  

The National Democratic Congress (NDC) Position 
The NDC political party through their flag bearer in whose reign the Motor Taxi Law came 

into effect, found it expedient in the run - up to the 2020 elections to call for the legalization 

of the Okada business which has become a formidable force in the socioeconomic 

development of the country since the ban of their activities did not achieve the desired results. 

The Party recognizes the immense contributions of the okada business in the lives of the 

ordinary Ghanaian; paying of school fees, uniforms, feeding, utilities, and medical bills 

among others. The party acknowledged that with the current dispensation, it would be 

prudent to legalize and train the Okada riders in order to make them carry on their activities 

in a professional manner so as to safeguard life and property. This the NDC party believes 

will help curb the menace posed by their activities.  This message received a rousing 

welcome from the operators of the okada business and a section of the Ghanaian populace. 

There was advertisement made to resonate the okada legalization message with a ‘cartoon 

music video’ which was played on radio, television, and other social media platforms. The 

National Communication Officer for the NDC, Sammy Gyamfi told the okada operators that 

the NPP promise of giving them mini cars is a scam and that they should not trust them.   

  

The New Patriotic Party (NPP) Response 
The NPP realized that for the sake of political expediency, they needed to be smart or risk 

losing the presidential and parliamentary elections. First, their response was that they would 

not legalize the okada business but rather they would regulate it. How can an institution or 

government regulate what it has not legalized or does not want to legalize? When the NPP 

realized that they could not win ‘the semantic war’ with the NDC because the latter will 

accuse them of stealing their campaign message, they did a turn-around through the Vice 

President of Ghana, Alhaji Dr. Mahamudu Bawumia and the NPP National Organiser, Sammi 

Awuku who said neither the legalization nor the regularization is good for Ghana now. The 

NPP then threw in the message of giving mini cars or quadricycles which is an upgrade to the 

okada riders on high purchase, and which they consider more honorable, reliable, ‘safe and 

less risky’ as compared to the okada business. This they said would be under the Transport 

Recapitalization Policy (TRP) introduced by the Government of the ruling NPP. 

  

Reaction from Okada Riders and Some Drivers 

The okada riders wanting to cash-in on the political tussle between the two leading political 

parties, NDC and NPP, made a few statements in connection with their sector. According to 

the National Chairman of the Okada Riders Association, Fatawu Ali, the riders prefer to be 

riders but not drivers. Therefore, the NPP should reconsider their position to provide them 

with mini cars and rather think of the legalization of their trade because cars can also get 

involved in accidents. He asserts that when an okada is involved in an accident, only one or 

two people may get injured or in the worst-case scenarios lose their lives but when one 

car/bus gets involved in an accident, the fatalities are numerous. 
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In a related development, a group called ‘Concerned Drivers Association’ has kicked 

against the NPP’s promise of giving the okada riders cars to operate with. They complain that 

their business is already experiencing serious challenges and bringing more cars for the okada 

riders to become drivers and join in their trade will be disastrous. They point out the absence 

or inadequacy in lorry terminals across the country for their members, poor road network, 

among others. The Association says that the provision of cars for the okada riders would be a 

misplaced priority by the government of the NPP. They also say that they have a lot of issues 

with the legalization of the okada and that the NDC should stop contemplating about its 

legalization when they come into power. The general secretary of the group Asonaba Nana 

Wiredu said the okada operators destroy their tail lights, dent their cars, break their side 

mirrors and speed away leaving the drivers to repair their cars at their own costs. He implored 

the NDC not to legalise the okada business should they come to power. 

 

Method 

The use of observation and documentaries gave us relevant literature to support the write up. 

This was done systematically.   

 

The Results 
Judging from the performance of the opposition NDC in the 2020 Presidential and 

Parliamentary elections, tying with the ruling NPP on 137 each of the parliamentary seats 

with only one independent candidate making it to parliament and the incumbent president 

Nana Addo Danquah Akufo Addo winning with a close margin of 51.30 as against 47.36 by 

his main opponent former president John Dramani Mahama who is still contesting the 

declaration of the results in the Supreme Court of Ghana, it was clear the ‘okada numbers’ 

worked in favour of the opposition NDC. Perhaps, the operators of the okada business did not 

trust the NPP to give them the quadricycles as promised. Some believed the mini cars might 

be too expensive that they may not be able to pay for them. Others also asked what will 

happen to the motorcycles they have toiled to purchase should they accept the mini cars. The 

above-mentioned concerns might have informed the voting decisions of the okada riders and 

their families. The ‘Concerned Drivers Association’ who also believe the NPP government 

has not been fair to them could also have voted in a certain direction. 

  

Discussion of Findings  

It was found out that the Okada Business did not come about because there was shortage of 

cars in the system. When it comes to commuting from one place to the other especially in the 

urban centres where most of the roads are congested, what people seek for, is convenience 

and the opportunity to meet set targets. The mini cars or quadricycle were thought of as 

coming to compound an already problematic traffic situation and therefore was not a viable 

option to the okada phenomenon. It is also truthful to say that not all motorcycle accidents are 

okada, some are private, whiles the others are ‘illegally commercial’. The okada business is 

booming because there is high patronage for it. If the populace were not patronizing it, the 

business would have faced positive entropy by now. It is widely believed that formalization 

and regularization will encourage the okada operators to form associations that will 

continually seek the interest of its members and passengers and therefore their documentation 

and tracking by the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Authority (DVLA) will be easier as 
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compared to the situation as it is now, where most of the okada operators do not have proper 

documentation.  

Legalization will also help control the speed limit of the riders. This will facilitate 

their ability to read the speedometer and to know the require speed limit they are not 

supposed to exceed. The okada operators must be allocated to specific lanes to ride in 

especially in the cities and urban centres and not just any lane as they do; crisscrossing other 

vehicles here and there. This will help improve the safety of the okada operators and their 

passengers. Again, it is realized that escaping from the police contributes to a number of 

okada accidents, this is because they ride recklessly in their attempt to run away, but if the 

operations of the okada are legalized and licensed, there would be no point in their trying to 

dodge or escape from the police. The activities of the okada operators if properly regulated is 

believed would be a good source of revenue to the government through taxation.  

  

Conclusion and Recommendations 

It is clear that the Motor Taxi Law was promulgated to protect the lives of Ghanaians and 

their properties and to also bring about sanity on the streets of the country but the 

socioeconomic conditions and harsh unemployment situation at this time does not seem to 

support the ban on the Okada business. What must be done now, is to regulate their activities 

as they await their fate on legalization or otherwise.  

There should be a robust data base on the operators of the okada so that in the case of 

any reported incidence, they can easily be tracked and contacted. The okada operators must 

also be encouraged to join associations so that it will be easier to give them training from 

time to time. The general public especially women must be educated to wear crash-helmet 

anytime they patronize the okada.  The public should also be advised to board the okada from 

those belonging to associations and not just any individual operating from the wayside 

without identity or association. It is also important to take the motorcycle’s number to 

facilitate tracing in cases of accidents, careless riding, or theft. It will be important for okada 

riders to wear name tags for easy identification. 
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