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Abstract 

This article looked at the role of Parents and Teachers Association (PTAs) in South Sudan: 

Patristic Paideia Education Approach as the basis of a major concern that hinges on the 

quality of education in this part of the world. The study was guided by the following 

objectives; to evaluate the contribution of the PTA’s in the cultural intellectual education to 

formal education in the light of patristic Paideia; to determine the roles of PTA’s while 

enable the teachers and the learners to acquire quality education by going through the 

schooling process and to investigate the essential knowledge for the highest common good 

which makes a learner to live as a responsible member of the society. The article argued that 

the PTA fosters mutual understanding, harmonious relationship and cooperation among 

parents, guardians, sponsors, and teachers in the fulfillment of the common goals of the 

school as well as ensures a suitable, uniform and high standard of discipline, both at home 

and at school among others. There is no doubt that the performance of these roles will 

enhance better performance of the school system. PTA assists in improving the enrolment of 

the schools in their communities; helps in maintaining disciplines in the schools; ensure 

smooth co-existence, understanding and cooperation between the school and the community. 

PTA helps in sensitization and mobilization of parents on enrolment attendance and retention 

of their children in schools. PTA complements governments’ efforts in the provision and 

maintenance of infrastructures in the schools. For the contribution of cultural intellectual 

knowledge to be fully realized, African cultural values must be incorporated in the formal 

education system. For the holistic education to be achieved as a way of full realizing that 

which is equated to the highest common good - God the creator Himself. 
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Introduction 

The Parents and Teachers’ Association is an organization composed of parents and teachers. 

The two groups meet for the purpose of assessing teachers and finding ways of improving 

life and performance areas, cultural, academic, social and ethical. School administration is at 

the center of every academic excellence and the management quality of the schools are 

sometimes contributing to the school’s successes’ or failures depending on the support the 

school’s administrators receive from the Parents’ Teachers Associations. With this 

background this article hopes to look at the Role of Parents and Teachers Association (PTAs) 

in South Sudan: Patristic Paideia Education Approach as the basis of a major concern that 

hinges on the quality of education in this part of the world. 

 

Statement of the Problem 

The parent’s participation is an essential component for successful education and teaching 

at school level (Clase et al., 2007). One of the most common forms of community 

participation in schools is through Parent Teacher Associations. PTAs are associations in 

which teachers and parents are bound together by common goals for promoting education for 

children. In South Sudan, financial constraints have led to increasing involvement of the 

parents in schools during and after the Civil War. PTAs have made important contributions to 

support school "operations (classroom maintenance, supplies of teaching materials, security 

and employment costs among others) and in some cases, construction of new classrooms. 

Objectives 

The study was guided by the following objectives;  

i. To evaluate the contribution of the PTA’s in the cultural intellectual education to 

formal education in the light of patristic Paideia  

ii. To determine the roles of PTA’s while enable the teachers and the learners to acquire 

quality education by going through the schooling process 

iii. To investigate the essential knowledge for the highest common good which makes a 

learner to live as a responsible member of the society 

 

Review of Related Literature 

The Role of Patristic Paideia Education Approach  

According to Majawa (2014), the dynamics of rhythm of life as presented by the Church 

Fathers puts the quality of holistic and value-oriented education at the center of human 

transformation and an intellectual tradition that is supported by magisterial propositions from 

Christ’s teachings and from historical classical paideia which promotes informative, 

formative and transformative prophetic knowledge that are relevant towards achieving the 

Highest common good. 

The Gravissimum Educationis teaches about the primary and complementary roles of 

the stakeholders of education: The Parents, the Church and the State. The Declaration 

addresses the State to  its  proper educational  duty   to “ensure  that   all  its  citizens  have  
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access to  an adequate education and are prepared for the proper exercise of their civic rights 

and duties…to safeguard the   rights  of  children   to adequate  education   in  schools,   be  

vigilant  about   the ability of the teachers and the standard of teaching…, to watch over the 

health of the pupils and in general promote the work of the schools in its entirety. Patristic 

education therefore upholds the transformational experiences from God at Creation and has 

since passed to every generation by the Divine Wisdom that trickles downs through teachings 

of cultures, philosophies, theology and educational praxis that contain the Messianic and 

Prophetic knowledge that is expressed by education and human interactions of wisdom that 

reflect on the eschatological hope at the end of times. It is therefore imperative that the role 

of parents and teachers’ associations in schools be guided by prophetic and divine wisdom if 

they are to oversee and maintain quality education in the schools. 

According to Okoth (2013), the African traditional education had a cosmotheandrian 

approach.  Education in African traditional education provided relevant education. The 

content of African traditional education was simple, highly religious and was native oriented 

in its goals. The PTA’s have a major role of instilling the required culture in the learning 

system by reminding the prophets of this generation while embracing the new dynamics of 

education (Paidea). Education then instilled discipline and produced useful products in the 

society since it embraced both formal and informal dimensions which saw the students utilize 

all the knowledge gained in their day to day living, (Functional knowledge dimension). The 

goals of education in African traditional culture were clear to everyone involved: the student 

knew clearly the reasons for studying and the teachers were also clear about the useful 

approaches they would take in teaching and learning. 

Education being an old art in the word and modelled after Christ himself through the 

Jews, Greeks, the Church Fathers to the church in medieval times up to the present times 

should seek to bring out and harness the potential of the society just at advocated for by St. 

Thomas Aquinas’ Integral liberal and true education ‘Instrumentum Sophia’ that allows for 

the eradication the five enemies of humanity such as atheism, ignorance, poverty, diseases, 

and immorality (Majawa, 2014). 

According to UNESCO (1996), education is looked at as the tool at the heart of both 

personal and community developments. Its major mission is to enable all the people, without 

exception to developed talent to the full, and to help realize one’s potential that includes 

responsibility for one’s life and achievement of one’s personal aims. The aim of education 

transcends all others and its achievement according to the fathers of education leading 

fulfilment of the highest common good of the society as it also attains society’s need - the 

common good of the society. The contribution of education, though sometimes non-formal 

and tedious, the search of a more just world for everyone’s existence was essential thereby 

making education to go beyond the common good and transcends to the highest common 

good. The fruits of education therefore, should be felt by all but not just and individual in the 

society. 

According to Majawa (2014) Christ remains the model of Truth and Life by 

becoming the way of true life that is worth emulating since truth is alive and eternal and by 

embracing the value of truth life gets its deserved value that must be expressed and preserved 

in all things and dealings which brings out the reality of the Paideia. The Patristic education 

that stems from the teaching of Jesus himself bears a Christian face that comes from the 

values communicated in the Gospel that is contained in the work of the different educators of 

the Catholic Intellectual tradition. And so, the he Parents and Teachers Association being an 

organization that is made up of parents and teachers should embrace the teachings of Jesus 
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himself as the model of all the educators par excellence. Parents and teachers come together  

to  support, assess and researching ways of improving the quality of teaching and learning in 

the various schools in the South Sudan by reviewing performance of the learners, academic 

progress of the learners, socio-cultural dimensions of learning  as well the general 

environment that teaching and learning takes place that includes the teachers’ welfare while 

at school and so all of these must be guided by Divine wisdom that is advocated for by the 

Patristic fathers. 

 

The Role of Parents and Teachers Association 

The Role and Responsibilities of Parents in Education Declaration on Christian Education 

(Gravissimum Educationis), Vatican Council II, 1965. Since parents have given children their 

life, they are bound by the most serious obligation to educate their offspring and therefore 

must be recognized as the primary and principal educators. This role in education is so 

important that only with difficulty can it be supplied where it is lacking.  

According to Brain and Reid (2003 & Kamba, 2010a) Parental involvement in 

schools through PTA has been widely acknowledged in both developing and developed 

countries. The parental involvement is associated with school effectiveness and children 

performance in general Parents are the ones who must create a family atmosphere animated 

by love and respect for God and man, in which the well-rounded personal and social 

education of children is fostered. Hence the family is the first school of the social virtues that 

every society needs. It is particularly in the Christian family, enriched by the grace and office 

of the sacrament of matrimony, that children should be taught from their early years to have 

knowledge of God according to the faith received in Baptism, to worship Him, and to love 

their neighbor. Here, too, they find their first experience of a wholesome human society and 

of the Church. The  Gravissimum  Educationis  teaches about  the  primary  and  

complementary  roles  of  the stake holders of education: the Parents, the Church and the 

State. The Declaration addresses the  State to  its  proper educational  duty   to “ensure  that   

all  its  citizens  have  access to  an adequate education and are prepared for the proper 

exercise of their civic rights and duties…,to safeguard the   rights  of  children   to adequate  

education   in  schools,   be  vigilant  about   the ability of the teachers and the standard of 

teaching…, to watch over the health of the pupils and in general promote the work of the 

schools in its entirety 

Finally, it is through the family that they are gradually led to a companionship with 

their fellowmen and with the people of God. Let parents, then, recognize the inestimable 

importance a truly Christian family has for the life and progress of God's own people. 

Declaration on Christian Education (Gravissimum Educationis Vatican Council II, 1965). 

Parents who have the primary and inalienable right and duty to educate their children must 

enjoy true liberty in their choice of schools. Consequently, the public power, which has the 

obligation to protect and defend the rights of citizens, must see to it, in its concern for 

distributive justice, that public subsidies are paid out in such a way that parents are truly free 

to choose according to their conscience the schools they want for their children. 

St Clement of Alexandria cited in  (Majawa, 2020 pg: 182), he taught on holistic 

truth, which he says it comes from God (prov, 1:7) the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, the 

fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. In his time there was Gnosis-true knowledge and 

the tutors (pedagogy).  For him the teaching methods should be cosmotheadrian that is it 

must be concern about the world, God and Humanity and human laws, so that education will 
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be for the transformation for the common highest good of the society Therefore, as parents 

their responsibilities must be cosmotheadrian. 

Therefore, PTA formation is to support teaching and learning in schools that would 

have value and Divine wisdom and so the PTA should be a group that works in cooperation, 

peace, justice and also guided by intellectual wisdom that comes from Christ the teacher 

Himself as the models of all the teachers in the world for a better and civilized society and 

citizens.  

 

Some of the effective and successful roles and functions of the PTAs include the 

following reasons: 

a) To raise money to help both the running and the activities of the school 

b) To explain the roles of the school to the community, this is how teachers and 

community Members come to a more harmonious relationship. 

c) To give their points of view to the teachers concerning academic improvement and 

moral standards. 

d) To help head teachers and their staff maintain effective discipline among their 

students. 

The role of the PTAs is echoed by the declaration on Christian Education ‘Gravissimum 

Educationis which was proclaimed by His Holiness Pope John Paul VI in October 28, 1965 

and which outlined the following teaching on education as a Sacred duty in the life of man 

and how its influence ever grows in the social progress of this age. 

 

The Meaning of the Universal Right to an Education 

Here His Holiness Pope John Paul II calls on the people and their culture as well as 

their traditions to foster harmony with their fraternal association like the PTA’s as well other 

peoples in the fostering of true unity and peace on earth. For him true education aims at the 

formation of the human person in the pursuit of his ultimate end and of the good of the 

societies of which, as man, he is a member, and in whose obligations (Okoth, 2014). 

 

Christian Education 

All Christians are reborn   in baptism by water and the Holy Spirit a new creature and 

so they become children of God, all the children therefore must enjoy a full right to a 

Christian education. Schools too gradually introduced the knowledge of the mystery of 

salvation, they raise our awareness which is in line with gift of Faith and that they learn in as 

taught by God the Father in spirit and truth (cf. John 4:23) which is expressed in liturgical 

action, and reflected in personal lives of justice and holiness of truth (Eph. 4:22-24).  

 

The Authors of Education 

The PTA, s have a major role in education as parents and guardians of the learners 

and as called upon in by His Holiness Pope John Paul II parents bring life in their children 

and they have the obligation to educate their offspring and therefore must be recognized as 

the primary and principal educators. Parents must therefore create a family atmosphere 

animated by love and respect for God and man, in which the well-rounded personal and 

social education of children is fostered. Given that family forms the first school of the social 

virtues that every society needs, particularly in the Christian family, children should be 

taught from their early years to have a knowledge of God according to the faith received in 

Baptism, to worship Him, and coexist well with their neighbors so as to embrace peace love 
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and unity form their families to the neighbors. And the Parents, Teachers Associations must 

underscore the importance a truly Christian school just like God intended at creation 

(Majawa, 2014). 

 

Various Aids to Christian Education 

The schools through the PTA’s must ensure that they realize the church’s educational role, 

through different ways that enlightens and strengthens the faith, nourishes life as an apostolic 

activity. The schools through such as associations like the PTA’s must influence and embrace 

development of learners during learning and growth in the family. 

 

The Importance of Schools 

The schools have a special place since they are at the center of development and special care 

of the intellectual faculties. The school transforms the cultural legacy of previous generations 

by enabling a sense of values which is the foundation professional life.  The school help 

nurtures students’ talents and backgrounds as well as promoting friendly relations and fosters 

a spirit of mutual understanding. The parents, teachers, associations of various types that 

foster cultural, civic, and religious life, as well as by civil society and the entire human 

community. The Parents teachers’ associations their help meet their duties as representatives 

of the human community.  

 

The Duties and Rights of Parents 

Parents and teachers who have right and duty to educate their children so as enjoy true liberty 

in their choice of schools.  It is clear that the parents must be free to choose the schools that 

they prefer their children to attend, none the less they must always keep in mind the principle 

of subsidiarity allowing teachers to perform their duties diligently without interferences so 

that there is no kind of school monopoly, for the development and spread of culture, to the 

peaceful association of citizens and to the pluralism that exists today in ever so many 

societies. 

 

Moral and Religious Education in all Schools 

The parents must be reminded of the duty educate their children in the Christian formation so 

as to be aware of the development in secular world. The schools should ground the children’s 

moral and religious lives. 

 

Catholic Schools 
Vatican  II’s  Declaration   on  Christian  Education ‘Gravissimum  Educationis’  

(28/10/1965) recognizes and appropriates Catholic schools, quality and holistic education for 

all, dignity of each human being (image  of God,   Gen 1:27),  supreme importance  of the   

pursuit   of truth, devotion   to   excellence,   protection   of   freedoms   and   human   rights,   

and   thus   promote strong formation of the Church and society in the light of  the  Gospel. 

There is need for our schools   and   colleges to   revisit   the   Catholic intellectual tradition,   

upholding   its highest educational opportunities and to accept the African history and 

worldview so as to renew the whole education system as guaranteed by Patristic Education 

which has inclusionary ‘Dual-Intellectual Heritage’ agenda for Catholic academic excellence 

in Africa. 

St Jerome (347-420), brought in the idea of Educational ethic, rooted in the gift of 

Holy Spirit, for him any policy of human institutions should have ethics. In his works of 
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educational ethics and works of Mercy (Majawa pg: 209). Biblical educational ethic 

embraces corporal works of mercy in educational intuitions: Feed the hungry, Give drink to 

the thirst, Cloth the naked, Shelter the homeless, Visit the sick and bury the dead. Therefore, 

the Parents teachers’ associations must keep in mind that Catholic school depends upon them 

almost entirely for the accomplishment of its goals and programs and so they must arm the 

children with both Spiritual, intellectual, secular and religious knowledge as well pedagogical 

that would help the children fit and participates in the contemporary world.  

Education in Greco-Roman Culture-Paideia 

Education prepares one politically, the emphasis of power, the desire for domination 

of the society; socially education becomes the affirmation of individual and family life and in 

culture, education helps in the creation of legal rules of law.  

The society creates the need for individual student study and the consideration of 

family life and especially the father in the practice of education. According to Majawa 

(2013), Roman education can be divided into three major period that include: 

1. The education of the heroic age, patrician, from the sixth century BC and beyond. 

2. The education of the time of the Hellenic influence from the third century BC 

3. The education of the imperial era, from the first century BC the V D.C.  

Rome to be their great empire, the course of many centuries, came to unify diverse 

peoples and cultural backgrounds, becoming at the same time, intermediaries of peoples and 

ancient cultures with prosperity. The Romans have created something original on the 

contrary, they molded a culture that replaces a higher synthesis of earlier cultures, but with 

the peculiar stamp of earthy reality, historical and social compared with the Greeks. Who 

were devotees of the spirit, the Romans were characterized by their practicality, building 

material and had a strong social and political influence, and this explains that Rome has been 

the cradle of law (Roman) which means the best spiritual theoretical creation of the Romans. 

Global conventional sense of culture and education, Christian religion was universal, 

multi-territory in all continents of that time, their language. Latin which was equally 

universal. Intervention of home education was the major intervention in the early stages. The 

learning environment created awareness of the need for individual and psychological 

understanding of the learner to further allow learners to pursue ideal education which 

prepared them through training for public life: The Speaker, based on a political culture - 

legal. 

 

Continuous Learning and Development 

The concept of learning throughout life is key in promoting continued awareness and 

becomes a constant reminder of the great contribution of the patristic paidea in modern world 

with a clear perspective of the cultural expression of education.  

This goes beyond the traditional non-formal, formal and informal education. The 

same also explains the need for on-going learning as a way of improving the society’s 

economy and knowledge. 

Most of the  African cultural heritage include: traditional literature, traditional arts 

and crafts, music, visual arts, ceremonies, traditional beliefs, traditional architecture 

associated with particular sites as well as forms of traditional knowledge related to traditional 

medicine and traditional medicine practices, agriculture, forest management and conservation 

as well as sustainable use of biological diversity  and all these are great ways through which 

learning has taken place (KIPPRA, 2012). 
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The Role of Parents Teachers Association in South Sudan Context  

Decades of destruction and neglect, and years of civil war and inter-communal violence have 

left South Sudan with a devastated education infrastructure. Generations of children and 

youth have never had the opportunity to attend school as a result of insecurity and lack of 

access. Although South Sudan had increased primary and secondary school enrollment from 

only 300,000 in 2000 to 1.4 million in 2011, as of 2013, and at the start of RtL, there were 

still more than one million children in the country without access to school. As a result of the 

December 2013 violence, which had a national impact, more than one and a half million 

people were displaced, including many children who lag behind in their education. 

 Abdullahi (2006) believes that parental involvements in education in all institutions 

are very important. The family and community involvement in education improves the 

quality of education by increasing the sense of ownership, mobilizing resources, and building 

institutionalizing capacity.  

According to Bakhtin, thinking about parents and school as people in relationship will 

leverage insight into the intricacies of the actions promoted/taken, the outcomes pursued, and 

the values embedded within interactions. Focusing on this relationship is important founder 

standing because "it is our relationship that determines an object and its structure, not 

conversely" (1990b, p. 5). Examining these relationships and how they are founded would 

involve exploring who has the power to dictate the nature of the relationship, how it is 

defined, what responsibilities are connected to defined roles, what outcomes are thought to 

ensue within particular relationships.  

Parent teacher Associations (PTAs) are associations in which teachers and parents are 

bound together by common goals for promoting education for children (South Sudan 

MOGESTPTA training manual). Is a democratic organization which attempts to bring 

parents and teachers together in the interest of the child (Ajayi, 2019). It is a formal link of 

communication on school matters between the teachers and parents.  

According to Oniyangi (2008), the meeting of this body serves as a forum for the 

exchange of ideas between teachers and parents about school programmes towards the 

smooth running of the school and the achievements of the goals of the school. 

Abdullahi (2006) highlighted some aims and of PTA to include provision of platform 

for parents, guardians, sponsors, and teachers of students of primary, institutions to meet, 

exchange views deeply, analyze issues, make secondary and tertiary educational 

recommendations, take and effectively pursue implementation of decisions on matter 

affecting education with appropriate agencies. Cooperating with and support morally and 

financially various governments and agencies of education to achieve high standard of 

academic performance, discipline, morality, service and integrity in schools 

Besides, the author still argued that the PTA fosters mutual understanding, 

harmonious relationship and cooperation among parents, guardians, sponsors, and teachers in 

the fulfillment of the common goals of the school as well as ensures a suitable, uniform and 

high standard of discipline, both at home and at school among others. There is no doubt that 

the performance of these roles will enhance better performance of the school system. 

According to Adedeji (2018) PTA refers to all parent teachers associations in the 

context of south Sudan  teachers and parents are bound together by common goals 

for promoting education for all children irrespective of gender, culture, socio-

economic status, race, tribe, clan, religion or belief. Parent means the biological father and 

mother who are behind the child in school, guardian to the child, poster parents who are 

responsible for child education and any other member of the community in which the school 
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is located. The teachers are all teachers who teach, give instruction or facilitate learning in 

South Sudan schools. 

 PTA is to make every child’s potential a reality by engaging and empowering 

families and communities to advocate for all children .Parental attitude and support has a 

great deal of influence on students  participation and level of success attained in education. 

Parents and community attitudes are mainly influenced by traditional beliefs regarding the 

ideal roles of women and girls in society. Traditionally, the only roles available to women 

were those of wives and mothers. Women were thus seen as nurturers and mainly as 

providing support for men who worked to provide for the family. 

These traditional beliefs have been found to foster negative attitudes which limit 

family and Community support for students specially girls’ education. Identification and 

examination of these attitudes is necessary before any decisions can be made on what should 

and can be done to bring about change. However, it is an indisputable fact that without 

parents and community support, any efforts to improve girls’ participation in education in 

South Sudan schools in particular will be greatly hampered.  

Oniyangi (2008) also agreed that the PTA assists in improving the enrolment of the 

schools in their communities; helps in maintaining disciplines in the schools; ensure smooth 

co-existence, understanding and cooperation between the school and the community.  

These roles are prominent for South Sudan PTA because all children come from the 

community and it should be the major role of PTA to mobilize the community to send 

children to school in fulfillment of education for all, a goal of education in South Sudan PTA 

is responsible for drafting school rules and regulation with support from school 

administration and school Management committee (SMC) 

Adewumi in Oniyangi (2008) also submitted that the PTA helps in sensitization and 

mobilization of parents on enrolment attendance and retention of their children in schools. 

Besides, Abdullahi (2000) also reported that the PTA complements governments’ efforts in 

the provision and maintenance of infrastructures in the schools. The support fees collected in 

Comboni schools in South Sudan invites several questions from bystanders however; the 

main reason is to complement government effort of paying the teachers who are not on the 

government payroll, payment of support staff, school maintenance, administrative work such 

as printing examination and staff feeding 

In Southern Sudan, PTA is mandated by the Southern Sudan Education Act 2008 

(Kamba, 2010). It is stipulated in the Act 2008 that: School management committees and 

parent teachers association shall be established by committees at the school level as a means 

of engaging communities and creating community ownership and commitment to delivery 

and management of education services to the citizens of Southern Sudan in accordance with 

the Interim constitution of Southern Sudan 2005 (Part1:Chapter1; Clause 41.1.b). 

It is therefore expected to enhance community engagement, community ownership, 

community commitment and management of education services PTAs in the Southern Sudan 

communities’ have the potential and natural endowments as well as things that are passed on 

from one generation to another.  

These ranges from historical monuments and museum collections to geographical 

heritage (physical features such as forests, mountains, lakes and rivers) as well as other 

natural resources such as nation’s flora and fauna. The heritage is informed by value systems 

and constitutes the stock of endowment and resources commonly known and held dearly by 

cultural groups. Often cultural and natural heritage overlap particularly in cases where groups 

use natural heritage for cultural expression and articulation 
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Limitations of PTA in South Sudan 

It is clear that not all the PTAs group are successful due to their composition, Learner-teacher 

cultures of the catchment area, the government policies, the nature of the work, resources, the 

level of education of the PTA’s and the school environment. All these factors add to the 

quality and the roles of the PTA’s in different schools on South Sudan which is a war-

ravaged place that would require strong PTAs that is able to deal with the realities and needs 

of the people of this part of the world. Techers need to be the implementers of the 

association’s policies and give the parents guidance about their roles since they are well 

educated and they spend so much time with students to understand them even better than the 

parents themselves. 

During the war and even now in South Sudan, schools did not have well-constructed 

classrooms, staff rooms, libraries, laboratories in secondary schools, fence and many more 

facilities. Classrooms and offices were all grass thatched houses so called huts locally. It used 

to be a routine work for PTA to renovate these grass that chad houses every year. Up to now 

some schools are having classes under trees or in a grass thatched classroom which is still a 

challenge to both government and PTA. Lack of cooperation between the school authority 

and the parents: It has been observed that some school principals do not involve the parents 

in administration of the schools for the fear of being criticized.  

Fehrman, Keith and Reiners (2007) argued that most parents would like to play a 

more active role in their children’s progress in schools and decision-making about school 

programmers but school administrators/principals and teachers exhibit a great reluctance to 

encourage parents to become partners in governance. The non involvement of parents in 

school governance most often than not, results in lack of cooperation between the school and 

the parents which invariably limits the extent to which the schools can perform.  

In South Sudan context, parental supervision of child academic performance is almost 

zero. This is because most parents are illiterate hence cannot ask the child about performance. 

Other factors affecting the roles of PTA as identified in Training Guide for PTA (MOEST 

SS2008) are: Lack of training, lack of commitment, corruption and low income at individual 

level or poverty (Akintelure, 2007). 

The role of the PTA is  in line with the teachings  of St. Clement of Rome who taught 

that the children  need to share  in the education of Christ which calls on the PTA’s to draw 

their leadership from the Gospel so as to enjoy peace, unity and justice which promotes 

educational progression in the society The PTA’s  role of  being a disciplinarian body  is 

firmly supported  by true education  that promotes  concrete integral moral identity, success, 

professionalism and development in the society (Majawa, 2014). It vividly forms on the 

teaching of St. Clement of Rome on Virtue of Discipline in Education where he expresses 

that: “to exist authentically is to search for authentic (divine) knowledge which is concretized 

through authentic Education. This is realized when there is order and discipline in Education” 

(Majawa, 2014, p. 181). It also supports what Origen said that Education should promote 

personal Christian relation with God and opens and reaches out to the wisdom of other 

cultures and be enriched by them. This is one of the reasons Marist Education values 

character formation, self-reliance and the transformation of the Society in Students which 

helps them to live out Christian principles.  

The PTA’s must try to work and operate within the Christian principles is as 

advocated by St. Basil of Caesarea when he noted that the primary purpose of Christian 

Education is to enhance the journey of the soul to its final union with God. In the same vein, 

St. Augustine of Hippo also expressed that the purpose of Education is to enable Students 
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attain complete union with God. St. Jerome had the same view that the purpose of Education 

is to form the heart, the soul and the body to become the Temple of the Lord (Majawa, 2014). 

 

Conclusion and Recommendations  

 This article has evaluated the contribution of the PTA’s in the cultural intellectual education 

to formal education in the light of patristic Paideia in attempt to discuss some of the 

contribution of the PTA’s in the secondary schools as way of supporting as well promoting 

and inculcating    the desired values in the education system for development. 

It has looked at the roles of PTA’s while enable the teachers and the learners to 

acquire quality education by going through the schooling process successfully. The article 

focused on the essential knowledge for the highest common good which makes a learner to 

live as a responsible member of the society.  

For the contribution of cultural intellectual knowledge to be fully realized, African 

cultural values must be incorporated in the formal education system. For the holistic 

education to be achieved as a way of full realizing that which is equated to the highest 

common good-God the creator Himself. 
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