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Abstract 

It is a common belief in Malawi that the Church is not supposed to participate in political 

issues and deliberations.  Most people’s expectation is that the Church’s only responsibility is 

to remain behind the pulpit sensitizing her flock on how to enter the heavenly kingdom on 

their last day.  This kind of thinking does not recognize the fact that both the Church and State 

recycle the same fish in the same pond.  The same people who sit in the Churches listening to 

the pastors or sheikhs during services on Sundays, Saturdays and Fridays or any other 

particular day of worship also attend political rallies that are organized by politicians.  This 

chapter is meant to illuminate the fact that both Church and State are supposed to work 

together collaboratively looking after the people that God has entrusted to their care.  Many 

people easily forget contributions made by different religious groupings towards building 

nations or states.  The chapter is therefore meant to serve as an eye opener on the need to 

peacefully coexist bearing in mind that both the state and the Church serve the same people 

entrusted to them by God.  In addition the chapter seeks to provoke thinking towards 

understanding the Church as a partner in all aspects of human development.  The church is 

very political in nature and it requires only an instant pose to understand its political nature as 

it will be shown in this chapter.  The chapter employed qualitative research design 

methodology approaching it from the phenomenological stand point. Both religious and 

political leaders were targeted as the main research participants who shared from their lived 

experiences as experts in their fields.  Through the shared lived experiences a lot of issues 

came up that pointed to the fact that both the church and the state cater for the same fish in the 

same pond and therefore are not supposed to look at each other as enemies but rather partners 

in development for the same people God has entrusted to them. 
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An Exploration of the Church’s Contribution to Political Life in Malawi: The Roman 

Catholic Church Case 

 

By Mastone L. K. Mbewe 

Introduction 

When Catholic Bishops in Malawi, wrote their pastoral letter in 1992, condemning His 

Excellency Ngwazi Hastings Kamuzu Banda’s regime, the media was full of threat reports 

telling the Bishops to stay away from politics as it was not their arena.  Following this kind of 

understanding, the position of the Church in politics, all the Roman Catholic Bishops were 

arrested and sent to Chichiri Prison in Blantyre the Commercial City of Malawi.  This chapter 

seeks to provoke thinking towards understanding the State and the Church as partners in the 

same vineyard entrusted with the same responsibility of looking after God’s people.   The 

common denominator between the Church and State is the people whom they have to look 

after both spiritually and materially.  It is unfortunate that very often the complementary 

relationship that is supposed to exist between the Church and State appears to be sinking in 

some occasions.  This chapter seeks to shine out evidence that shows the critical significance 

of the Church’s contribution towards building a democratic and meaningful state like Malawi. 

 

Statement of the Problem 

The trend of looking at the church as an entity that must confine herself at the pulpit without 

playing her prophetic role of becoming the mouth piece of the voiceless and downtrodden in 

society is becoming so rampant that any neglect to stop it will result in developing churches 

that do not make a difference. The research problem that this chapter seeks to address is the 

fact that in Malawi many people think that it is wrong for the Church to participate in politics. 

Whenever the Church comes in to condemn any unbecoming misconduct by the State, the 

Church is made to shut up and remain in the pulpit, making it fail to execute her prophetic 

role more effectively. This kind of thinking makes many church goers to refrain from actively 

participating in political debates.  This again leads to another problem of having leaders that 

belong to one kind of society, the state only and very often lacking moral consciousness.  The 

problem of giving leadership positions to people that have no moral values result into plunder 

of public resources whenever such officers assume offices.  For instance, many governments 

have lost a lot of money and other resources through organised theft sometimes popularly 

known as cash-gate, maize gate, fuel gate and several other gates depending on circumstances 

and situations.   The church has a great responsibility to civic educate the public who are both 

Christians and secular citizens.  

 

General Research Objective 

In order to generate relevant and focused data on the contribution of the Church to political 

life in Malawi, the researcher phrased the general objective as: To explore views on Church 

and State Relations in Malawi. 

This general research objective was supported by the following three specific research 

objectives: 

i. To explore opportunities that the Church encounters in contributing to the political life 

in Malawi. 

ii. To explore challenges that the Church encounters in contributing to political life in 

Malawi. 

iii. To explore ways of mitigating the challenges faced by the Church in Malawi. 
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Review of Related Literature 

The church in Malawi has been known to be not only religious but also political as it has been 

highly involved in the political spheres.  The efforts of the Church towards building a 

religious and political Malawi can be noted through different actions and apostolic acts of the 

Church. The action of the Catholic Bishops is regarded highly as that which led to the 

introduction of multiparty democracy in Malawi (Ross, 2000).  This section is meant to build 

a framework from which lessons for the church in Malawi can be drawn as presented in the 

next paragraphs.  

 

The Participation of the Catholics in Political Life 

The commitment of Christians in the world has found a variety of expressions in the course of 

the 2000 years.  Christian involvement in politics is one of such commitments.  Christians 

have always been highly involved in political life of a country from time in memorial 

(L’Osservatore Romano, 2003). Among saints, the Church venerates people who serve God 

through their generous commitment to politics and the government.  The Catholic Church has 

gone to the extent of instituting Thomas More as a patron saint for the people who dedicate 

their lives to politics in their country (L’Osservatore Romano, 2003). As a model to members 

of the church who get involved in politics St Thomas More refused to compromise, never 

forsaking the constant fidelity to legitimate authority and institutions which distinguished 

him.  He taught by his life and death that man cannot be separated from God, or politics from 

morality (L’Osservatore Romano, 2003).  It is commendable that in today’s democracy 

everyone is made a participant in politics. Everyone is seriously called to participate in 

politics through voting and development of political solutions if things are to change for the 

better.   

In the absence of viable structures for justice in many African countries that are 

striving to promote democratic rule, the church is there to speak for the majority voiceless 

people.  Religion has a double function of legitimating both the status quo and protest (Curran 

& Takata, 2003). According this study and indeed many others, the church has done well for 

the latter but requires more efforts in legitimating the status quo.  Ghanaian civil liberties 

especially those involved in the protection of human rights, concerns about the poor and 

oppressed and freedom of the press were previously jeopardized. It is that situation that forced 

a church to take a dual responsibility of being prophetic and political. 

 

The Church and politics in Malawi  

In his attempt to shine out the role of the Church in politics in Malawi, (Ross, 2000) states 

that when it was announced that the majority had voted for multiparty government in the 

national referendum on political pluralism held on 14th June, 1993, jubilant crowds in the 

urban centres marched first to the Bishop’s House. By marching to the Bishop’s house, the 

crowds recognised the role played by the Catholic Bishops whose lives were in danger.  

Women who used to dance for the iron leader Ngwazi Dr. H. Kamuzu Banda sung songs of 

insults to the Bishops, telling them to remain quiet and keep the pulpits as their arenas.  Songs 

praising Kamuzu Banda as a God given leader in Malawi were sung not only by women but 

also by men in various traditional dances such as mgwanda, malipenga, jaivi, ngoma etc. Ross 

(2000) further states that the marching to the Bishop’s house was an acknowledgement that 

Malawians owed their new found freedom to the Catholic Bishops who for the first time 

openly challenged the one party system.  For Ross, the 1992 pastoral letter divided the 
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historical Malawi as that of before or after the pastoral.  The Catholic Bishop’s pastoral letter 

was the first public criticism of the Malawi Congress Party that was feared by every 

inhabitant in Malawi.  Members of the family used to fear one another thinking that they had 

become agents for the party.  After the pastoral letter there was an influx of strikes from 

different corners ranging from university students to civil servants.  The Catholic Bishops 

were highly supported by many citizens.  The pastoral letter was in demand and it spread 

countrywide within the shortest time (Ross, 2000). 

Nzunda and Ross (1995) also bring to light the fact that after the pastoral letter of the 

Catholic Bishops several attempts to bring change were made. Within the shortest time soon 

after the pastoral letter, strikes, organised by people from all walks of life became a common 

scenario in Malawi. Chakufa Chihana, a trade unionist who upon his return from a conference 

in Lusaka publicly announced his commitment to campaign for democracy and human rights 

in Malawi.  Although he was immediately arrested and detained, Chihana became a symbol 

for a new democratic Malawi (Nzunda & Ross, 1995). 

Among scholars who have written lately on the Church and politics in Malawi, the 

researcher finds Chigona’s more pinning. Chigona (2011) has managed to expose the work of 

the writers and identifies Ross as one of the prominent ones of the 1990s. Ross’ focus is on 

the post 1992 studies on the Church and Politics in Malawi.  He deals with a wide range of 

themes most of them converging on the dramatic events between 1992 and 1994.  He captures 

the major issues as they emerged in the course of the critical period of Malawi’s political 

transition.  His major contribution on politics in Malawi is on the proposal he suggests on 

how to use power in a better way.  A better way in this connection is that which reflects that 

Malawi is both secular and God fearing nation and the church must not be stopped from 

playing her prophetic role. 

Chigona (2011) provides very deep information on how the Catholic Church has 

contributed to the political growth in Malawi.  He has managed to build from where many 

scholars left.  For instance much as he agrees with many other research works of the Church – 

State relations the researcher finds his work more constructive.  Unlike others, Chigona digs 

on the sources of the problems that the Church faces in a modern Malawi.  For instance he 

attributes the period the Church remained silence during the regime of Ngwazi Dr. Hastings 

Kamuzu Banda to pre-Vatican II period whereby the Catholic Church needed to be silent as 

was required by then.  He further attributes the fear that Malawians had over Kamuzu Banda’s 

regime to the same sources that emphasised obedience, loyalty and respect to the people that 

have been entrusted with the responsibility to rule.  Thus the Catholic Church obeys the 

hierarchy and that includes Church leadership as well as political leadership.  

On the other hand Chigona (2011) warns about the hidden face of the Churches when 

it comes to engaging the clergy in practices that tend to undermine the possibilities for civic 

and political life.  He recognized the role played by Public Affairs Committee (PAC) a faith 

based none governmental organisation for all the religious groupings.  Membership of PAC 

includes the Catholic Church, Protestant Churches, the Muslim Community and many more to 

mention but few.   

VonDoepp (1998) recognises the contribution of the Church towards building Malawi 

as very significant. He speaks high of PAC in its role of shaping a political Malawi.  He states 

that from the distribution of the 8
th

 March, 1992 Catholic Pastoral Letter, to the affairs of 

Public Affairs Committee (PAC) in both the referendum and the General Elections, Malawi’s 

clergy played a central role in initiating, accelerating and presiding over the country’s 

movement to multiparty system. He highlights that still significantly and admirably the 
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actions of the churches consciously or unconsciously continue to shape the political life of the 

country.  He further notes that the churches indicate that they are concerned largely with one 

theatre of political life which is perceived as both inaccessible and in some respects 

meaningless by the common person. As a result: 

 

Church statements on politics, especially through PAC, are biased toward the 

“politics” which is immediately relevant only to the actors who have the 

privilege of playing the high political game.  The masses of the poor within the 

rural areas, themselves victimized or at least short changed by the routine class 

and political practices of the power elite, remain without voice.  In this respect 

the churches have failed not only to opt for the poor, but to provide a “voice” 

for the voiceless (Chigona, 2011). 

 

The Church as a Moral Conscience in Ghanaian Politics 

According to the Church, its educational goals are twofold namely the political education of 

masses through seminars and conferences and its prophetic role as the conscience of society 

of which the two goals are inseparable (Curran & Takata, 2003).  According to Pobee (1991 

as cited in Curran & Takata, 2003), the church spoke and continues to speak against the evils 

of the governments and the nations.  They take steps to educate the people and governments 

on the issues as they affect society. They discourage violence, chaos and bitterness.  

The increasing political activism in Ghana since 1980s supported by majority of 

Christians is not unique.  A similar Christian activism was also observed since the 1980s in 

the United States of America especially among members of the Religious Right (Rozell & 

Wilcox, 1995; Wilcox, 1996; Pobee, 1991 as cited in Curran & Takata, 2003).  In contrast to 

the Christian Right, the Christians in the United States had traditionally focused on social 

justice issue (Kiecolt & Nelson, 1988 as cited in Curran & Takata, 2003). 

The reluctance on the part of almost half the clergy in Ghana to use the pulpit as a 

podium for addressing political issues is an indication of the difficulties inherent in the 

political participation.  The American clergy shares the similar views (Jelen, 1994).  Judging 

by the volatile nature of the Ghanaian politics, the caution by those who oppose the church 

from getting involved in politics may be prudent.  However the people who support political 

involvement are very much aware that the democratic experiment in Ghana and in many other 

countries in Africa remains fairly tenuous (Curran & Takata, 2003).  

 

An introgression of the Church’s activism in Malawi 

This section is set to interrogate the Church’s gospel movement and understanding in the 

struggle for a democratic Malawi from a Church as a transforming and empowering 

community. The church’s activism is motivated by a divine justice and compassion for the 

marginalised children of God as stipulated by Exodus 3:7 “I have heard the cry and seen the 

suffering of my people”.  God who is not involved in the lives of the people that He proclaims 

to love is no god at all (Mpofu, 2011).  It can equally apply to say that a church that is not 

concerned with the lives of the people under her care is no church at all.  A church is 

interested in the promotion of justice and peace for proper human development.  Has the 

Church in Malawi played such a role?  From a theological standpoint, the church is supposed 

to be a community of believers, meant to serve one another in the world full of sufferings and 

hatred (Mpofu, 2011). 
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In a nation where political crisis is at its peak, the church becomes an institution of 

peace where hope towards social change and healing can be achieved.  It is unfortunate that 

many times the church leaders have resorted to becoming interested in self-preservation, 

structural maintenance and self-glorification (Mpofu, 2011). The church is supposed to serve 

and showcase herself as a manifestation of the heavenly kingdom.  The church cannot afford 

to be indifferent and self-preserving when her people are in pain and under siege of perpetual 

suffering.  The church can be said to be superstitious if it continues to talk of threats of hell 

and heaven leaving the people being butchered for exercising their own God right and 

freedom, the right to belong and vote according to their wills.  According to Bosch (1979, as 

cited in Mpofu, 2011), the church can either support the status quo or call for its overhaul.  

The church is often understood in a narrow way as well as in a naïve perception when it is 

thought to be an entity that cannot engage in political matters. 

If the church is to be authentic, it needs to be modelled by the life and work of Jesus 

Christ who was always ready to serve people, who had special option for the poor and needy 

of society.   The church must always call for righteousness and justice in the land as expressed 

by Amos 5:24:  

But let justice roll down like a river, 

righteousness like an ever-flowing stream 

 

Any church that does not give that kind of picture, its relevancy in society can be 

questionable. The Church’s call to be an active participant in politics can be seen from the 

quote of Amos just read from chapter 5:24 that it is not just to be at the pulpit preaching but to 

perform the core business of the church as it is in line with the Gospel values of Jesus Christ 

as exemplified by Luke 4:18-19 which states: 

 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me….. He has sent me to 

proclaim freedom for the prisoners….to release the 

oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord’s 

favour 

 

It is can be noted from the Bible and the ministry of Jesus Christ that the Church is supposed 

to be an active participant of politics in society as it continues ministering to people entrusted 

to her.  The church speaks for the marginalised, the voiceless, the poor and the weak. 

 

The Catholic Church’s Contribution to Political Life in Malawi 

Chakanza (1996) evaluates the Catholic Church’s contribution to the process of 

democratization in Malawi from 1960 to 1992 before the issue of the Pastoral Letter. He 

regards that period as not only negligible but also insignificant.  He further points out that the 

Catholic Church only managed to break its silence and started making a positive contribution 

when it issued a Pastoral Letter entitled “Living our Faith” on 8
th

 March, 1992.  He further 

adds that to concentrate only on the Pastoral Letter as if it were the bombshell that sent the 

country rocking, is to undermine the Catholic action and thinking which has gradually led to 

the issuing of pastoral letters.  Chakanza demonstrates that the first encounter between the 

Catholic Church and the Malawi Congress Party took place in October 1962, when Malawi 

News Paper (the official organ of the Malawi Congress Party) made a vicious attack on the 

Catholic Church.  He isolates Mr. Aleke Banda then editor of the Malawi News as a person 

who devoted an eleven page complete issue attacking the late Most Rt. Rev. Dr.  J. B. 
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Theunissen former Archbishop of Blantyre.  Chakanza points out that Aleke Banda accused 

the late Most Rt. Rev. Dr J.B. Theunissen of starting the Christian Democratic Party to 

challenge the Malawi Congress Party but this was started by John Chester Katsonga, one of 

the Catholic faithful.  Katsonga accused the Malawi Congress Party and its leadership of 

intolerance.  He further predicted that if Malawi Congress Party came to power, and formed a 

government, the people would just have moved from one form of oppression by the white 

people to another by Dr. Hastings Kamuzu Banda.  

Reijnaerts, Nielsen and Schoffeleers (1997, p.144) reports on the trouble that was 

there between the Church and the State during the colonial era.  In the interest of this chapter, 

Reinaerts et al. report that: 

 

Sister Jacques wrote, “These poor Africans have a hard life, carrying 

provisions of food and ammunition for twenty five miles per day in the blazing 

sun exhausting. No wonder that at the end of seven or eight months they have 

come to the end of their strength.  We have seen several die. Please ask our 

sister to pray for these dear souls.  They find it very strange that we wash them, 

tend their wounds, and if need arises, feed them like children. 

 

Reijnaerts et al (1997) reports that the same sister Jacques was to give her life in the service of 

these marginalised, not to say exploited victims of a war which benefited the colonial powers 

for she died of small pox contracted from one of the patients for whom she cared.  One of the 

first Montfort Missionaries also died of Spanish flu contracted while caring for porters and 

soldiers during John Chilembwe’s uprising. 

 

Research Methodology  

In order to generate information for this chapter the researcher used qualitative research 

designs. In-depth interviews were conducted with three missionaries comprising of one 

religious priest, one religious brother and one religious sister referred to in this study as P, B 

and S. With qualitative research design what is important is prolonged engagement in the field 

generating deep information (Creswell, 2009). It is believed that missionaries who are priests, 

brothers and sisters spend long time in the field evangelizing and becoming familiar with the 

culture and politics of the people. It is in that respect that this research targeted only three 

research participants as significant as it does not intend to justify the findings numerically but 

rather the depth of the generated data. Apart from generating data from in-depth interviews, 

the researcher also used observations and document analysis to triangulate the generated data.   

The data generated through in-depth interviews were voice recorded, transcribed, 

analyzed and interpreted.  Each time that data was collected and transcribed the interviewees 

were shown the results for verification purposes. Follow up questions that needed more 

clarifications were posed and attended to.   

 

Sampling Technique and Size 

Purposive sampling was used in this research. Sampling constitutes a fundamental 

requirement in research because no one can study everyone everywhere doing everything 

(Miles & Huberman, 1994 p. 27).  In qualitative research, sampling appears to be generally 

limited in number in comparison to quantitative studies.  Usually the sample size in 

qualitative studies is small and can even be a single case (Creswell, 1998, p. 122, Dukes, 

1984).  The main reason in selecting this small number is to develop a deeper understanding 
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of the phenomenon being studied. For instance, in this case the contribution of the Church 

towards political development in Malawi. In qualitative research like this one, the choice of a 

site is guided by the consideration of specific criteria. Beginning purposive sampling requires 

one to first determine the selection criteria that suit the people or sites to be studied (Merrian, 

1998, p .61).  In this case the researcher chose three catholic missionary priests who have 

been in Malawi for a long time. 

In addition the three missionaries were chosen because of their mastery of both 

English and Chichewa which enabled me to converse with them easily.  Another reason for 

choosing them as research participants was their close proximity to where the researcher was 

staying. Staying close to his place helped him to visit them several times depending on need. 

Another reason for choosing missionaries was the issue of bias. The researcher needed people 

who could share constructively as foreigners who just came to work in Malawi for some time 

and could not be biased in terms of trying to paint a good picture for Malawi. 

 

Research Findings  

Through this research both positive and negative points about the Church’s contribution to 

political life in Malawi from the perspective of missionaries were shared.  On the positive 

points the following views among others were generated: 

 

Unity of Purpose during Special Moments 

It was reported that Malawians are very united when it comes to assisting one another during 

hard times.  For example, whenever the Catholic Church was in hard times with the 

government, the other churches did not just let them on their own.  Very often they joined and 

provided moral support.  This is very much in line with what was noted in literature.   When 

the Catholic Bishops were arrested due the pastoral letter, the other churches joined them 

providing moral support. The same spirit of unity is demonstrated during funerals.  People 

from all walks of life, politicians and church members see to that they are around to be in 

solidarity with the briefed family. Shops and schools are closed in order to provide an 

opportunity for members of the society to be present during such hard moments.  In 

appreciation for the unity that was demonstrated during the moment of Bishops arrest, 

research participant “P” stated: 

 

I do not find words to express the appreciation that I felt from deep down my 

heart when I noted how the public comprising of members of different 

churches chanted outside the prison pressuring the government to release the 

Catholic Bishops.  Without the noise of people that was made outside the 

prison, I was sure that the Bishops would have ended up becoming meat for 

crocodiles as usually the case was during the one party state. 

 

By being united during the crisis period, the Church demonstrates a very significant point that 

invites the state to cope for the growth of political development in Malawi.  Most politicians 

think that good political points can be scored through diminishing other people with different 

political ideologies.   

 

Instilling Moral Values to the Citizens during Elections 

When it is time to have elections the church tunes its homilies towards sensitizing the people 

to a crucial role that will help to shape a God fearing nation.  For instance, issues that foster 
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moral values among her citizens are reflected and shared. Members of the small Christianity 

are encouraged to look for such qualities when it comes to voting people to power. During 

small Christian meetings popularly known as ‘miphakati’ in Malawi, members are 

encouraged to discuss and share issues that pertain to qualities a good leader.   In relation to 

this research participant “B” had this to say: 

 

I noted that towards election periods elders of the small Christian communities 

were distributed pamphlets in which qualities of a good leader worthy voting 

for during presidential and parliamentary elections are.  These pamphlets were 

mostly written in Chichewa for easy understanding and participation during the 

meetings. 

 

One can learn from this act that the Church is often busy preparing citizens on how to 

effectively choose the people for leadership positions.  Through such meetings Christians 

learn a lot of skills on how analyse their people to be chosen to leadership positions in their 

communities.  

 

Encouraging Citizens to Take Part in Electoral Processes  

Members of the church among the ordinary citizens are encouraged to take more active part 

by assuming leadership positions in the country. Unlike other churches that shrink and do not 

want to take any active part in political issues, the R.C. church allows members to actively 

engage in politics.  Those in leadership positions such as being bishops priests, have interest 

in shaping a God fearing nation but not to be political leaders themselves.  In agreement to the 

same feeling research participant “S” had this to say: 

 

During a small Christian meeting (mphakati) the chair was asking members to 

always accept responsibilities when chosen to represent people in their 

constituencies.  He was emphasising on taking such leadership positions so 

that they serve as models to the other members in the community.   

 

One can noted from the verbatim quote of research participant “S” that the interest as one 

assumes a higher office should be to serve and not to be served.  The people that are chosen to 

serve others do not have interest to enrich themselves with the earthly materials.  They are 

supposed to be there as models in the light of Gospel teachings.   It can be noted that through 

the small Christian meetings within the Catholic Church, members are encouraged to be 

active participant in politics. 

Promoting the Spirit of Transparency and Accountability during Elections 

During elections, member of the Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace are sent to 

various polling stations to help monitor the electoral process.  The Catholic Church ensures 

that members of CCJP are around the polling stations monitoring whatever is happening.  The 

main aim is ensure that there is justice and people are freely given the opportunity to vote 

without any intimidation.  In addition, the Catholic Church sends members of the CCJP to go 

monitor the voting centres so that the results reflect the people’s choice in the constituency. 

 

Negative perceptions 

On the negative side the following points came out: 
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The Challenge of Being Told to Concentrate More on Church than Political Matters 

Each time that the Church members condemn the behaviour of inflicting pain to the citizens 

especially the voiceless, and marginalised, the church members are told that they have gone 

offside their arena.  The church is told to stick to the pulpit as their area of confinement where 

they can share more about their heavenly news. In his own words research participant “P” had 

this to say: 

Kodi ameneyu wasiya ukamba za Mulungu wayamba ndale ndiye atithandiza 

pamenepa?”  Uyu ntchito yake ndi kulalikira mtchalitchi osati zimene 

wayamba apazi.  Ameney akapitiriza timusiyira tchalitchi lakeli” 

(Instead of preaching about God, this one has started talking politics, will he 

help us?  His work is preaching and not politicizing as he is doing.  If he 

continues, we will just leave his church) 

 

From this verbatim quote of research participant “P” it is clear that the church is often faced 

with great opposition whenever it plays her role as a prophetic liberator whose mission is to 

help set the captives.  Some members went to the extent of planning to quit the church just 

because the pastor or priest is talking of politics. 

 

Mitigating the Challenges that the Church Encounters in Contributing To Political Life 

Having learnt a number of lessons from the literature review section on how the church in 

other countries is helping to establish a more civilized and developed country in terms of 

politics, the church in Malawi needs to find ways of promoting more civic education how to 

help establish a more effective church that adheres to the teaching of Jesus of Christ, the 

liberator of the oppressed.  Members that join leadership positions within and outside the 

church need to be agents of change by setting good examples to the public. 

 

Conclusion  

In order to come up with the proper image of how the church contribute to political life in 

Malawi there is need to provide on the part of Christians who assume leadership position in 

both the Church and State, evidence that can showcase things happening in the light Christ. 

The Church has been political and it will continue to be so.  Any Church that does not take 

interest in setting the captives free from their bondages of poverty requires serious 

discernment as whether it is doing God’s will or not. If the trend of considering members of 

the church who get involved in politics as evil continues, Malawi will not effectively benefit 

from Gospel values as instituted by Jesus Christ himself as the liberator of the oppressed.  
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