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Abstract 

The purpose of this study was to examine the social, economic, and political aspects of the 

participatory reintegration of ex-combatants in Nimba County, Liberia. The study was guided 

by three specific objectives as follows; to identify the nature of the participatory approach in 

the reintegration of ex-combatants, to examine the extent to which participatory approach has 

led to the reintegration of ex-combatants, and finally to establish the challenges of 

participatory approach in the reintegration of ex-combatants in Nimba county. The study 

assessed the fact that ex-combatants are empowered during a civil conflict, but empowerment 

and job availability are not guaranteed after the conflict and the reintegration program. The 

target population was 98,000 ex-combatants who went through the reintegration process in 

Liberia. The sample size of the study was one hundred ex-combatants which included both 

males and females determined by using the Yamane equation.The thesis investigates if a 

participatory reintegration method is associated with better project sustainability and whether 

a participatory approach policy is associated with more policy implementation success, with a 

focus on the economic, political, and social aspects of reintegration. The study adopted a 

descriptive research design. Purposive and simple random sampling techniques were used to 

select the county and the respondents.  Data was collected using interview guides with a range 

of stakeholders, or former employees who worked during the reintegration program. Semi-

structured questionnaires were administered to ex-combatants. Statistical Package for Social 

Sciences was used in data entry and data analysis. Data were presented descriptively with the 

use of frequency tables, Pie Charts, and bar charts. The analysis of the total population of the 

study showed that most of the targeted ex-combatants were male while there were also 

women. The majority of ex-combatants who participated in the study were between the ages 

of 51 and 57.The study showed that most of the social workers, who were to make sure ex-

combatants are grouped or paired within the right team encounter a lot of challenges while 

trying to re-direct the ex-combatants. Most former workers spoke about how aggressive many 

ex-combatants were in addressing them and they wouldn’t listen or take instructions from 

them either. In this case, the ex-combatants would rather take orders or instructions from their 

leaders. This made their work very challenging at that time and mainly led to the long-term 

distraction of the reintegration process in the county. The study findings showed that the 

majority of the ex-combatants completed the reintegration processwhile a few did not fully 

complete the process. The study concluded that participatory reintegration policy was durable 

and sought the concern of ex-combatants during reintegration. The study recommended that 

more consultation needed to be done in the area of study to enhance the reintegration of the 

ex-combatants. 
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Introduction 

Ex-combatants can destabilize countries recovering from war thereby increasing the hostilities 

risk of being resumed if they do not get reintegrated well into society. Dissatisfactions and 

unmet expectations in resettling into civilian life, and some situational factors that may lead 

ex-combatants to resort to war have to be addressed (Banholzer, 2013). Critics have therefore 

seen the reintegration stage as a short-term program (Neil, 2010) opined that the risk of ex-

combatants re-grouping is high when fail to reintegrate socially and economically leads to 

substantial economic development issues such as the rise of an inevitable new cycle of 

violence.   Globally the program has featured in countries that have experienced post-conflict 

reconstruction such as Afghanistan, Nicaragua, Haiti and Cambodia, Yemen, Burundi, 

Somalia, Libya, Central Africa Republic (Ferguson, 2009) 

In Africa, the UN-led reintegration peacebuilding program has been implemented in 

countries that have experienced conflicts such as Ethiopia, Angola, the Democratic Republic 

of Congo, Sudan, Ivory Coast, Sierra Leone, and Liberia. Sustainability of reintegration has 

either not last or contributed to the long-term goal after the exit of the international 

organization, for instance in southern Sudan and Sudan reintegration program partially 

achieved its objectives (Turyamureeba, 2014). In Liberia, even though the United Nations 

Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) succeeded in disarming and demobilizing more than 98,000 

anterior combatants, while some elements of the reintegration program were not satisfactory. 

Worrisome, the fact that the demobilized fighters were not well reintegrated into society 

created a total failure in the reintegration phase of the DDR process (Al Paes, 2005). 

The existing empirical literature indicated that participation of reintegration 

beneficiaries concerning the planning and implementation process can be a determinant factor 

in the success of the Reintegration program (Asiedu, 2010);(Kilroy, 2011);  (Muggah, 2018). 

Such evidence led to the second generation of reintegration which advocates for participatory 

involvement of prospective beneficiaries and the affected communities (United Nations., 

2010). It must be underscored that the participatory approach is not a new concept and it has 

been complimented, although in alienated ways, through national governments and UN 

agencies. 

This research seeks to explore the participatory approach in the reintegration of ex-

combatants in Nimba County, Liberia from 2005-2009.  

 

Statement of the problem 

The sustainability of reintegration projects is a major challenge for countries emerging from 

protracted political instigated conflict, especially in Africa. Many reintegration projects have 

either not survived beyond the exit of the international community agencies or contributed to 

long-term results despite huge financial investments. Likewise in the North-Eastern part of 

Liberia, Nimba County ex-combatants without stable jobs or full employment face many 

challenges, not to themselves but the county as a whole. To satisfy their everyday needs, the 

county faces various problems including illegal rubber tapping and unlicensed mining by 
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unemployed ex-combatants. This study, therefore, seeks to determine the participatory 

approach in the reintegration of ex-combatants in, Nimba County, Liberia. 

inNimba County, Liberia (2005-2009) 

 

Objectives of the study 

1. To identify the nature of participatory approach in the reintegration of ex-combatants 

in  Nimba County 2005-2009; 

2. To examine the extent  reintegration led to the empowerment  of ex-combatants in 

Nimba County 2005-2009; 

3. To establish the challenges of the participatory approach in the reintegration of ex-

combatants in Nimba County 2005-2009. 

 

Review of Related Literature 

The reintegration program was introduced in Liberia in 2005 but was disrupted by some 

fighting backlash due to mistakes and insufficient preparation for the launch of the 

program.The program was early aborted shortly after 10 days on December 17, due to lack of 

preparation and lack of security; the second reason stood that ex-fighters, stakeholders, and 

members of the community remained sufficiently unaware of the process. For example, the 

policy guidelines stipulated that the procedure would start with all three sides simultaneously, 

instead of UN workers simultaneously started with pro-government fighters (Sesay& Suma, 

2009). Ex-fighters were expected to undergo psychosocial assessments at different sites where 

pre-discharge positioning was done, but this did not transpire. According to Bowd et al., 

(2016), psychosocial counseling leads to a better transition of ex-combatant life to civilian 

life.Which the transformation is visible in three natures: social, political, and economic. 

Socially, ex-combatants lessen their relations with the militia networks and strengthening 

their relations with normal societies and families. Politically, it put an end to toils to achieve 

party-political objectives through non-violent means. Many ex-combatants engaged in the 

mainstream of politics either as individual voters or as partisan cohorts, or as councils of a 

larger group. Economically, it’s astep away from the system of subsistence support linked to 

militia networks on the part of the transformation into civilians.Opportunities were given to 

ex-combatants to pick or describe their training requirements which were provided by 

contract partners. As a means, it creates a perfect ground for economic recovery and 

transformation. In this direction, it boostslonger-term economic reconstruction and local 

initiatives. This alone, by involving the private sectors will not only benefit ex-combatants but 

also the wider community. The transformation process also provided more opportunities to 

introduce social-economic reforms that were used to discourse the root causes of the conflict.

  However, reintegration may appear as being unfair as it focuses on helping the 

perpetrators of violence whereas the victims get little or nothing welfare assistance this is 

aimed at enhancing peace, security, and development by assisting ex-combatants to find an 

important place in society. 

Despite having a stable environment for economic recovery, growth of employment, 

and good governance, getting appropriate funding channels at the right time is never easy. 

This is since reintegration programs are assumed to be expensive. Although it's proven to be 

difficult a reliable funding source needs to be used to prepare the communities and service 

providers first before reintegrating combatants (Stibbe, 2012). 

Poor implementation of vocational education and training projects has also proven to 

be a greater challenge of the reintegration process.  Choosing a suitable curriculum and skills 
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is rarely based on labor a very important element for economic development. Private sectors 

are rarely consulted and involved in the socio-economic reintegration of ex-combatants. The 

process doesn’t involve a certification system and the training offered is inadequate due to 

their lack of experience and equipment (Specht, 2010). 

New entrepreneurs often lack support as there is no system of follow-up to ensure they 

are doing well in their new inexperienced jobs. Due to lack of assistance, only a few 

inexperienced entrepreneurs make it through the harsh conditions of the war-torn economy. 

Therefore, to increase the sustainability of these programs, a longer approach needs to be 

adopted (Banholzer, 2013). 

Reintegration initiatives are often implemented in a conflict-affected fragile 

environment that is still characterized by tensions and a possibility of reoccurrence of 

violence. Reintegration implementation programs can appear to be declared the victor in the 

conflict by making judgments regarding the combatants that are reintegrated back to the army 

versus the ones that are reintegrated back to civilian lives (Williamson, 2006). 

Therefore, during the implementation process, appropriate terminologies have to be used to 

avoid political sensitivity. For example, some countries often prefer using the word 

rehabilitation instead of reintegration. Others also avoid the word demobilization and often 

use downsizing instead (Munive, 2010) 

 

Theoretical framework 

The liberal peace theory is arguably considered the major tool of analyzing the practice of the 

peacebuilding reintegration program. The liberal theory was initially formulated to 

counterbalance the realism perspective on international relations. Although both theories 

agree on the anarchical nature that exists among states within the international system, they 

have divergent views on tackling the struggle for power between states using various means 

of peacebuilding programs. The liberal theory emphasizes the need for collective security and 

cooperation amongst states, unlike the balance of power principle advocated for by the 

realism school of thought.  The strength of liberal theory in explaining peace support 

operations is its practical applicability within domestic as well as in the milieu of international 

relations (Doyle, 2005) 

The theory postulates that the probability of liberal actors engaging in conflict is 

minimal given their shared norms and values, such as democratic principles, respect for 

human rights, as well as free-market systems.  The effective checks and balances also prevent 

individual leaders, regardless of their personalities, to wage unnecessary offensive wars, as 

compared to dictatorial regimes where power is centralized in a single individual (MacMillan, 

2004).  

Countries with liberalism are likely to follow strong institutions at the national level 

that facilitate Disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration processes. The liberal peace 

theory thus posits that the adoption of liberal policies and institutions at both the individual, 

domestic and international level is likely to promote peaceful coexistence amongst 

communities as well as a nation-state (MacMillan, 2004). 
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Conceptual framework 

The conceptual framework below shows the interactions of variables in this study. 

 

 

 

.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research design 

 

 

 

A descriptive research design was adopted by the researcher. Normally, it is characterized by 

the systematic gathering of data from study subjects of a given population through data 

collection tools such as questionnaires and in-depth interviews. This design was therefore the 

most suitable design for the proposed study since it provided applicable techniques of 

collecting data in regards to the study variables. Furthermore, the descriptive design provided 

the opportunity of finding more information concerning the study variables. It is chosen for 

situations where the research requires a description without any manipulation thus 

guarantying protection against bias and maximizes reliability.  

 

 Study area  

The study took place in Nimba County, Liberia it was used during the civil war as a major 

theater of ex-combats and it is a County that bore the brunt of civil war. The County endured 

immense destruction and humanitarian crisis since the government and the rebels deliberately 

targeted civilians for ethnic or political reasons. It is also the second most important 

population and political county in Liberia and one of the oldest regions of Liberia. Nimba 

County is located in the Northeastern part of Liberia and shares borders with the Republic of 

Guinea in the Northwest and the Republic of Ivory Coast to the East. Nimba County has 6 

districts namely: SanniquellieMah, Yarwein-Mehnsonoh, Tappita, Zoegeh, Gbehley-Geh, and 

Saclepea District.  

Demographic characteristics 

-Age 

-Gender 

-Marital status 

-Education level Nature of participatory approach 

-Social 

-Economical 

-Political 

Extent of participatory approach 

-Social 

-Economical 

-Political 

 

Challenges of participatory 

approach 

-Social 

-Financial 

-Political 

 

Reintegration of ex-

combatants 

Dependent variable 

Figure 2.1: The effect of participatory DDRR on ex-combatants reintegration (Source: 

Researcher, 2020) 

 

Intervening variable 

Ongoing projects or 

Programmes targeting 

Ex-combatants Independent variables 
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Target population 

The target population was 98,000 selected based on an accurate study done by 

(Munive&Jakobsen, 2012). It comprises the estimated demobilized combatants who went 

through the reintegration programs and benefited from reintegration opportunities. The study 

took account of female and male ex-combatants specific reason was based on the up-to-date 

high rate of unemployment rate among ex-combatants who participated in the 2005 

disarmament and reintegration program that lasted over five years.The study did not take 

account of ex-combatants who joined in the disarmament and reintegration program but are 

no longer alive, ex-combatants who were unwilling to be part of the study, and child soldiers. 

And lastly, ex-combatants who did not participate in the reintegration program. 

 

Sampling techniques 

The simple random sampling procedure was used in identifying the ex-combatants for the 

study. Nimba County was purposively sampled because it hosted one of the largest 

cantonment sites and pull out the prime figure of ex-combatants during the reintegration 

program. Secondly to identify key informants from an inclusive range of stakeholders, 

counting those who had functioned on carrying out reintegration programs for local national, 

state, and international agencies, ex-combatants, and members of the communities where they 

settled.  

 

 Sample size 

The sample size of the research study was 100 ex-combatants, which was determined using 

the Yamane formula below: 

 
Where  

 = sample size 

N = Population size  

           e = Margin of error  

Applying the formula above, the study sample will calculate as follows: 

Population size (N) = 98000 

Margin of error (e) = 10% = 0.1 

   

 
Approximately100 ex-combatants. 

 

 Data collection instruments 

Semi-structured interviews and an interview guide were used during data collection. Semi-

structured questionnaires were given to ex-combatants during data collection. The broad-

spectrum objective of this study was to determine the participatory reintegration of ex-

combatants in Nimba County, Liberia. The researcher collected the views, opinions, 

perceptions, and full experiences of ex-combatants during the reintegration program of ex-

combatants. Such information was best accomplished through the use of questionnaires.  

Data from key informants were obtained using an interview guide, 15 key informants 

were interview. The key informants included stakeholders and officials who had worked on 
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implementing the reintegration program for local, national, state, and international agencies; 

ex-combatants leaders, local community leaders where the ex-combatants settle. The 

interviews constituted questions that were developed from the review literature on study 

thematic areas.  In descriptive research, interview guides allow an in-depth gathering of 

participant perspectives while digging deep into their social and personal experiences on the 

subject of study (Anumo&Pacificah, 2019). The guide questions covered key study areas in 

line with the research objects such as the challenges faced during the reintegration program. 

 

Pretesting of research instruments 

The pretesting of research instruments was conducted in the urban region of Sanniquellie -

Mah district, one of the six districts in Nimba County. It was reported to be the second-largest 

host number of combat refugees and returnees (Amnesty International, 2008). The pre-testing 

was also required to decide if the instruments were sufficiently clear to remove or modify 

items found to be insufficient in measuring the variables to improve the consistency of the 

research tool that improves its effectiveness. A total of 10 questionnaires were pretested (10% 

of the required sample size).  

 

Data collection techniques 

Upon approval by the university to proceed with data collection, the researcher visited the 

study area for familiarization and got permission from the administrative authorities. In-depth 

interviews were conducted for the key informants and semi-structured questionnaires were 

also given to ex-combatants to obtain proper information regarding the study objectives.  The 

researcher engaged local leaders or village elders in each location that was visited to help 

establish a good rapport with the respondents and well use of security purposes. Before 

administering the survey, each respondent was informed of the research purpose and assured 

of the confidentiality of the information provided before permission was sorted for the 

interview. This promoted a good rapport and eased many fears and doubts that would have 

hindered the provision of honest information.  

 

Data analysis  

A frequency table was used to analyze the social demographic characteristics and other 

relevant issues of the study. The study also used SPSS for data entry and data analysis. 

Descriptive analysis was carried out for a better understanding of the study variables. The bar 

chart and the pie chart were also used in the analysis.   
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Analysis, presentationand discussion of the findings 

The findings of this study were presented based on the research objectives. The demographic 

information was presented first. 

 

Demographic characteristics and general information from ex-combatants 

To build a solid relationship between respondents and the researcher, background information 

from respondents needs to be obtained to enhance the study's feasibility (Kvale, 2011). The 

study asked the respondents for demographic information such as age, marital status, the 

educational level before the civil conflict, current educational status, county of origin, former 

faction group, the year in which they joined the faction group, and whether they had any 

special title during the civil conflict. The analysis of the total study population shows that 

83% of the targeted ex-combatants were male while 17% were female. The age ranges from 

30 to 77 from the youngest to the oldest. The mean age is 53 and the standard deviation is 

8.489. The majority of ex-combatants (35%) who participated in the study were aged from 

51-57 years old.  Table 4.2 indicates that most of the ex-combatants are now very old and are 

married while 14% of them are widows and widowers.  

According to the data collected and the analysis, most ex-combatants (56%) originated 

from Nimba County and only 2% of the ex-combatants originated from Bomi County. In line 

with this, Nimba County also pulls out the largest faction group called the NPFL with 33% of 

the total population, followed by the LURD faction group with 32% of the total population. 

From 1990 to 1999, during the first and second civil conflict, 38% of the ex-combatants were 

teenagers and had just started secondary education while 33% of the accounted population 

had also just started primary education. This implies that most of the ex-combatants that 

merged during the first and second civil conflicts were child soldiers.  

When asked about their current education level, 38% of the total participants stated 

that they had obtained a university or college degree while 31% of them maintain their 

certificate in casual or train skills jobs. The analysis also shows that 15% of the ex-

combatants had a special faction title while 85% of them had no special title during the 

conflict. It is also evident that most of the ex-combatants who participated in the study took 

part in the second civil conflict between the year 1998 to 2002, and in the years 2003 to 2009, 

they went through disarmament programs, and most effectively ended the reintegration 

program as well. The sample size highlighted all participants of the study including both 

males and females. Out of the 83% of male-dominant who participated in the study 14% 

stated that they were divorced because of the pressure and stigma the wife's family had 

against the husband. 
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Table 1 below indicates the demographic characteristics and general information. 

 

Table 1 Demographic characteristics and general information from ex-combatants 

Variables Category Frequency Percentages 

Gender Male 83 83 % 

Female 17 17% 

Age group ( in years) [30-36] 1 1% 

[37-43] 11 11% 

[44-50] 28 28% 

[51-57] 35 35% 

[58-64] 15 15% 

[65-71 7 7% 

≥ 72 3 3% 

County of origin Nimba 56 56% 

Lofa 13 13% 

Bong 19 19% 

Grand Gedeh 8 8% 

Bomi 2 2% 

RiverGee 2 2% 

Marital Status Single 9 9% 

Married 63 63% 

Divorced/ Separated 14 14% 

Widow/Widower 14 14% 

Education level before 

the civil conflict 

No formal education 29 29% 

Primary school 33 33% 

Secondary school 38 38% 

University/College 0% 0% 

Current education 

level 

No formal education 31 31% 

Primary school 4 4% 

Secondary school 27 27% 

University/College 38 38% 

Former faction groups 

of ex-combatants 

LURD 32 32% 

MODEL 15 15% 

AFL 3 3% 

NPFL 33 33% 

INPFL 7 7% 

ULIMO 5 5% 

Militia 5 5% 

Year in which ex-

combatant joined 

faction group 

1990 10 10% 

1991 9 9% 

1992 8 8% 

1993 7 7% 

1994 8 8% 

1995 4 4% 

1996 2 2% 

Source: Researcher 2020 
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The nature of participatory approach in the reintegration of ex-combatants in Nimba 

County 

Various questions were asked to understand the nature of the participatory approach in the 

reintegration of ex-combatants in Nimba County. During the year 2005-2009, this period 

lasted the effective reintegration program in Liberia that was carried out in various 

communities and counties which Nimba County was used as one of the reintegration sites. 

Nimba County hosted one of the largest reintegration sites and pulled out the highest ex-

combatants rate at the time.  During the reintegration program, there were various types of 

reintegration packages used to encourage the participation of ex-combatants, the packages are 

essential factors and aspects set aside to convince ex-combatants in a peacebuilding program.   

According to data gathered and analyzed, the most prevalent reintegration package 

used to convinced most ex-combatants was secondary education (39%) followed by 

vocational school training (35%).  Six percent of them went through psychological training 

while only 5% of them took military training to join the country army.  A cross-checks this 

analysis simplifies that indeed during the first and second civil conflict most ex-combatants 

were youths and were taken by force to join faction groups. They stated that at a point in time 

they were forced to fight to keep their families and relatives safe. Most of them had finished 

primary and secondary education and there was a need after the conflict to re-enter school to 

complete their education. On the other hand, most of them were unable to enter school after 

the conflict because of stigmatization.  

While conducting the data collection, most ex-combatants opened up with their 

responses that they felt weak after the conflict to re-enter schools because they had lost so 

much time during the conflict. In addition, most of them shy away because of the stigma the 

Liberia society had on them calling them rebels. They decided to enter the vocation school 

while some of them chose night schools to complete their education. The rest of them took the 

desirable training skills to complete and become potential citizens to afford their daily meals 

and living expenses. The nature of the participatory approach also embedded the ways used 

by ex-combatants to convince the residents of Nimba County in accepting them back into the 

community.  

The majority of respondents (80%) were able to convince the residents of Nimba 

County through the help of a UNMIL staff. While only 13% were able to convince the 

residents of Nimba County through the help of other UN agencies. Most ex-combatants (99%) 

thereby, stated that they did not face any hostility from staff or administrators running the 

program. In addition, 96% of them stated that by the intervention of political or any 

administrative group or organization they did not sign any agreement or petition before 

participating in the reintegration process, while 4% of the population stated that they signed 

an agreement with local town chiefs before participating in the process.  This was to 

encourage them to stand a chance of being accepted in the community. After the reintegration, 

26% of the ex-combatants were casually given jobs right after the program while 74% of them 

further their education to university levels. All the targeted ex-combatants gave in their 

opinions on how the current economic status of Liberia is. Fifty-four percent responded that 

the current economy is good, 32% responded that it is fairly, 7 % said it is very poor, 4% said 

it is excellent and 3% stated that it is poor. Table 4.3 shows the response rate of the nature of 

participatory reintegration in Nimba County. 
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Table 2 The nature of participatory approach in the reintegration of ex-combatants in  

Nimba County  

Variables Category  Frequency Percentage 

The type of reintegration package used 

to persuade an ex-combatant into the 

program 

Vocational school 35 35% 

Psychological counseling 6 6% 

Primary education 0 0% 

Secondary education 39 39% 

Military training 5 5% 

University education 15 15% 

The ways used by ex-combatants to 

influence the residents of Nimba 

County to accept them  back into the 

community or resident 

By confronting family 

members 

3 3% 

Through the help of a 

UNMIL staff 

80 80% 

Through the help of a 

Liberian(NGO) 

4 4% 

Other UN agency staff 13 13% 

Hostility faced from administrators 

during the reintegration program 

Yes 1 1% 

No 99 99% 

The intervention of political 

administration or group during the 

reintegration 

Yes 4 4% 

No 96 96% 

Political administration or group that 

intervened 

Local Town chief 4 4% 

Signed agreement with an 

organization, political parties, or 

public services before participating in 

the reintegration 

Yes 3 3% 

No 97 97% 

The agreement is still durable Yes 2 2% 

No 1 1% 

Reason for not signing an agreement I was not told to do so 1 1% 

It was not required 96 96% 

Employment after reintegration Yes 26 26% 

No 74 74% 

Type of job offered to ex-combatants 

after the reintegration program 

Casual job 26 26% 

Ex-combatants perception of the 

current living standard of Nimba 

County 

Excellent 4 4% 

Good 54 54% 

Fair 32 32% 

Poor  3 3% 

Very Poor 7 7% 

Participants’ opinion on living 

conditions according to the County 

economic status 

Excellent 0 0% 

Good 25 25% 

Fair 51 51% 

Poor 17 17% 

Very Poor 7 7% 

Source: Researcher 2020 
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Additionally, to the nature of the participatory approach in the reintegration of ex-combatants, 

the study went further to ask ex-combatant if they think they would have been accepted back 

into the community without going through reintegration. Only 11% stated that they would 

have been accepted back into the community without going through reintegration. The reason 

was that they were freedom fighters. They fought for the rescue of the County and the country 

as a whole. Figure 4.1 indicates the number of ex-combatants that stated they would have 

been accepted back into the community or Liberia society without going through 

reintegration. 

 

 
Figure 1 Opinion of ex-combatants on the acceptance back into the community without 

going through the reintegration process 

Source: Researchers 2020 

 

The study also went further to check whether there was a political administration or group that 

intervened during the reintegration process. Only 4% stated that a political administration 

intervened during the reintegration process to sign a legal deal as per political partisan before 

participating in the reintegration process. The intervention and deal were brought forward by 

a local political town chief town of Nimba county. Figure 2 below shows whether a political 

administration or group intervened during the reintegration process. 

 

 

 
Figure 2 Intervention of the political administration or group during the reintegration 

program of ex-combatants 

Source: Researcher 2020 
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The extent of success of the participatory approach in the reintegration of ex-combatants in 

Nimba County 

The researcher was searching for an interpretation of the ex-combatants magnitude and level 

of reintegration involvement. A series of questions were asked to collect this general 

knowledge. There were 81% of ex-combatants who had participated in the program. The 81% 

confirmed that they had finished their reintegration training. Nineteen percent of the ex-

combatants did not complete the reintegration phase. Among the ex-combatants, 34% of them 

had stated that they completed the vocational school program that was offered.  Forty percent 

of the ex-combatants completed their secondary education while 6% of them who stopped to 

university level completed the scholarship program that was offered.  One percent stated that 

he chose to complete the military training because it was his passion to serve in the military of 

Liberia.  Four percent of the respondents stated that they did not complete the phases of their 

training exercise because in the middle of the training they did not find it interesting so they 

stopped attending classes. Moreover, they had other better options that families and friends 

living abroad offered them. Two percent of the respondents stated that the training center was 

far from where they live and they couldn’t afford transport fare because of the distance. 

Another 2% stated that they were offered better opportunities than what was being offered at 

that time. Five percent out of the total population traveled to Ivory Coast right after 

registering for the program. The rest of the 6% stated that allowance was small and they could 

not afford to continue the program. Some of them are labeled as freedom fighters because 

they fought for the liberation of the country. 

Table 4.4 clarifies respondents’ answers to the series of questions asked. 

 
Table 4: The extent of success of the participatory approach in the reintegration of ex-

combatants in Nimba County 

Variables Category Frequenc

y 

Percentag

e 

Completion of the reintegration phases Yes 81 81% 

No  19 19% 

Type of the reintegration phase 

completed 

Completed vocational school 34 34% 

Completed primary school 0 0% 

Completed secondary school 40 40% 

Completed military training 1 1% 

University level 6 6% 

Reasons for not completing the 

reintegration phase 

Found no interest 4 4% 

The training center was far 2 2% 

I got another opportunity than what 

was  offered 

2 2% 

Allowance was insufficient 6 6% 

Traveled to Ivory Coast  5 5% 

Still lives in the same community before 

reintegration 

Yes  55 55% 

No 45 45% 

Job after reintegration Yes 4 4% 

No 96 96% 

Reason for not having a job after 

reintegration  

No job was offered 96 96% 

Satisfied with the job Yes 4 4% 

No 0 0% 

Source: Researcher, 2020 
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Furthermore, data was also gathered on how the residents of Nimba County and community 

dwellers look at them. This data was necessary for the sense that it is essential to know 

whether ex-combatants still face stigmatization from community dwellers or the County as a 

whole because this could affect them psychologically or stop them from having access to jobs 

and socialization. This information was also gathered to establish whether the administrators 

running the program played a successful role in involving the community and county heads 

and members in the participatory reintegration or did a proper background check after the 

program. Seventy percent of them said the community or residents of Nimba County look at 

them with high recognition and acceptance. Thirty-six percent also stated that the residents or 

the people of Nimba County look at them with high opinions because they have changed and 

people around them can see it and deal with them trustworthy. Figure 3 below indicates 

opinions on how ex-combatants think community dwellers look at them after the civil 

conflict. 

 
Figure 3: Ex-combatants opinions on how community dwellers look at them  

Source: Researcher, 2020 

 

4.6 The challenges of the participatory approach 

 In gathering basic information about the peacebuilding program (reintegration) it is very 

important to disclose the challenges faced by involvements and beneficiaries of the program. 

Some challenges included their opinions being listened to, whether they were able to access 

information on how the program was set, whether the staff or the organization took into 

consideration participants' inputs and opinions. All these challenges are meant for the 

researcher or readers to understand to be able to rate and evaluate the outcome or 

accomplishment of the program.  This aspect of the research allowed ex-combatants to open 

up with various challenges they faced during the program. Series of multiple questions were 

asked to inquire about the basic result or information of the study.   

The questions are embedded with the provisions of information gathered during the 

reintegration, whether ex-combatants were able to access accurate information around town or 

from people working with the organization or Liberian NGO staffs that helped along with the 

process of the program. According to the total respondents from data collected, 92% of the 

respondents stated that they were able to get accurate information about the program while 

8% of them stated that they were not able to get information on how they were to go about 

with the program as shown in Figure 4 below. 
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Figure 4: Provision of information on reintegration program during the entry process 

Source: Researcher 2020 

 

On the same hand to assess the challenges faced by ex-combatants during the reintegration 

program, when asked whether their opinions were taken before starting the program, 16% of 

the respondents said no while 84% only said yes staffs had sought their opinions on how they 

should go about with the participation of the program. See Figure 5 below; 

 

 

 

 
Figure 5: Ex-combatants’ Opinions before starting the reintegration process  

Source: Researcher, 2020 
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Concerning ex-combatants whose opinions were taken before starting the program, while 

asked by whom, in 50.3% of the cases it was taken by a UNMIL staff. In only 7.7% of the 

cases, it was taken by a staff of Liberian NGO as shown in Figure 6; 

 

 
Figure 6: Staff that asked about ex-combatants opinions during the reintegration 

program 
Source: Researcher 2020 

 

The study went further to check whether ex-combatants had other incentives or reintegration 

packages that they had wished were added to the reintegration package. All the respondents 

said they had other incentives or reintegration packages they had wished were added to the 

reintegration package. Moreover, the study checked with whom they would have discussed it. 

In 40.5% of the cases, ex-combatants said they would have discussed it with a UNMIL staff 

during the program while in 21.6% of the cases they would have preferred to discuss it with 

another UN staff. Figure 4.7 shows the various kinds of staff that ex-combatants would have 

discussed with them an extra reintegration package they wish would have been added to the 

program (N=100). 

 

 

 
Figure 7: Staff with whom ex-combatants would have discussed an extra reintegration 

package that they wish would have been added to the program 

Source: Researcher, 2020 

 

The study checked whether the opinions of ex-combatants were taken into account throughout 

the reintegration process. Nineteen percent of the ex-combatants stated that their opinions 

were listened to while 57% said they felt it listened to a bit but with no actions. Nineteen 
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percent said they were not listened to at all and they had no options but to either decide to 

participate or not as indicated in Figure 4.8 

 
Figure4. 8 Opinions of ex-combatants being listened to during all stages of reintegration 

Source: Researcher 2020 

 

With the many staff running the program, UNMIL staff took up their time to listen to the 

challenges encountered by the ex-combatants in 48.6% of the cases. Figure 4.9 gives more 

details (N=100).  See Figure 7 below; 

 

 

 
Figure 7: Staff with whom ex-combatants would have discussed an extra reintegration 

package that they wish would have been added to the program 

Source: Researcher 2020 

 

Figure 4. 9 Staff that listened to ex-combatants during all stages of the reintegration 

 

Lastly, the opinion of ex-combatants on whether the administrators running the program 

understood it or not was taken into consideration. 52% of the respondents stated that the 

administrator running the program understood it to some extent while only 11% stated that the 

administrator running the program did not understand it at all as indicated in Figure 10. 
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Figure 10: Opinions of ex-combatants on whether the administrators the program 

understood it or not  

Source: Researcher 2020 

 

Summary, conclusion and recommendations of the study 

Summary of the findings 

On the first objective the study found out that the nature of participatory reintegration support 

initiatives necessitates short-, medium-, and long-term approaches. Activities can range from 

the establishment of training and job creation initiatives in collaboration with the private 

sector to the establishment or implementation of small-scale infrastructure projects of ex-

combatants to promote peaceful dialogue. Depending on the program's local context and the 

basic dynamics of the country and county, it should also seek to foster social cohesion and 

empowerment aspects that can be used to measure or reduce the vulnerability of beneficiaries' 

unmet expectations (ex-combatants) Furthermore, it is critical to ensure that the owner is a 

local.Furthermore, it is critical to ensure local ownership of initiatives is sustainable after the 

program. 

The study established that the extent to which reintegration was sustainable was also 

inextricably linked to the larger community. However, data analysis revealed that in some 

cases, receiving communities and combatants could not facilitate or be offered reintegration 

packages due to a lack of basic knowledge in the awareness of accepting an ex-combatant. 

This was especially true in situations where the number of ex-combatants is viewed as a threat 

to the community due to stigma or tensions over available resources and security. 

On the challenges of participatory approach it was established that the former field 

workers' major issue upon reintegration was spreading awareness to accepted communities to 

avoid conflict. Because it is critical to ensure that the process does not result in the escalation 

of another conflict by being perceived as an unfair procedure that favors the perpetrators 

while ignoring the interests of the victims. 
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Conclusions of the study 

To conclude the study affirmed that the overall objective of the study participatory approach 

in the reintegration of ex-combatants in Nimba County by government, private sector, and 

civil society was on course.  The reintergration activities were both long terma and short term 

and both the community and the ex-combatants were cooperating. 

The reintergration process however faced many challenges including lack of funds and 

suscipicion by the general public on  the returnees. The lack of civic education on the 

programme made it difficult for the communities to cooperate effectively. 

The study also concluded thatcooperation between local authorities and the private sector  on 

policies and structures of the programme would help  a large number of  returnees and make 

the programmesustainanble even after the exit of the international community. 

 

Recommendations of the study 

The study recommended the following; Local governments and private sector organizations 

with a large number of projects should work together to promote and develop policies and 

structures that address the specific needs of their citizens. 

Laws governing illicit businesses such as illegal mining and logging should be enacted by the 

superintendent and other law enforcement officers. This will assist the county, as well as the 

agricultural sector, and the access to crops for many farms. The county government should 

work to strengthen trade and commercial policies that will benefit the people of Nimba 

County. This would increase the country's economic growth rate as well as people's living 

costs. 

 

5.5 Suggestion for further Study 

The study recommends the following study below 

1. Accessing the livelihood of ex-combatants living in Tappita District, Nimba County 

2. Structural Policy of Participatory  approach of Reintegration of Ex-combatants living in 

Nimba County, Liberia 

 

3. Community involvement of participatory reintegration in Nimba County, Liberia 
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